Lesson 2A Ezekiel 4:1-5:17
Open It
1. What sorts of predictions do we count on in our everyday decisions and actions? 
Weather forecast, scheduled events, etc.
1. *Why do you think illustrations or dramatizations are useful in getting a verbal message across to an audience? 
When you can see what is being talked about you can grasp it better
[bookmark: essm]Explore It
1. What model did God instruct Ezekiel to build in order to illustrate his first message? (4:1-3) 
Set up a brick to represent Jerusalem, and lay siege to it, with ramps, soldiers, battering rams around it, then take a iron frying pan and set it up as an iron wall between you and the city, use this as your iron wall and if Jerusalem is to be under siege, you are to do it. This is the sign for Israel
1. What was the duration of God’s punishment of Israel as predicted by Ezekiel’s symbolic action? (4:4-5) 
390 days
1. How long did Ezekiel lie on his right side to illustrate the punishment of Judah? (4:6-8) 
40 days
1. What were Ezekiel’s cooking and eating habits supposed to illustrate about what would happen in Jerusalem? (4:9-13) 
This is how Israel will eat their unclean food among the nations where I will banish them
1. How did God respond when Ezekiel didn’t want to defile himself in order to illustrate the extent of the famine? (4:15) 
God allowed him to use cow manure instead of Human manure
1. *According to God, why would Israel and Judah suffer so much? (4:17) 
With no food or water everyone will be terrified and will rot for their iniquity
1. What was Ezekiel to do with each third of the hair he shaved from his own head? (5:1-4) 
After the siege was done, he was to weigh his hair and divide it up, 1/3 to burn inside the city, 1/3 to slash with a sword around the city, last 1/3 to be scatter to the wind, God would unleash a sword behind them, take a few strands for those and tie them in the ends of your garment, take more and throw them into the fire and burn them up. From there a fire will spread to all the house of Israel.
1. How had Jerusalem repaid the favor that God had shown? (5:5-7) 
They have defied my regulations and my statutes and became more wicked then the nation and countries around her, indeed they have rejected my regulations, and they did not follow my statutes
1. How did Jerusalem compare to the pagan nations around her? (5:7) 
Because you are more arrogant than the nations around you, you have not followed my statues or carried out my regulations. You have not even carried out the regulations of the nations around you!
1. How was God’s coming punishment to compare with those of the past and the future? (5:9) 
I will do what I have never done before and will never do again because of your abominable practices
1. To what depths did God predict that people would descend when He punished them? (5:10) 
Therefore, fathers will eat their sons with you Jerusalem and sons will eat their father, I will execute judgments on you and scatter any survivors to the winds.
1. *What sin prompted God to destroy each third of the people of Jerusalem in the manner predicted by Ezekiel? (5:11-12) 
They had defiled Gods sanctuary with the detestable idols and with their abominable practices 
1. *What did God say the people would know after He vented His wrath? (5:13) 
That I, the Lord, having spoken in my jealousy, when I have fully vented rage on them, I will be appeased.
1. How would other nations respond to the people once favored by God? (5:14-15) 
The nations around you, all who see as they pass by
1. What various forms of suffering and destruction did God predict for His people? (5:16-17) 
Deadly, destructive arrows of famine, which I will shoot to destroy you, bread will be removed, famine and wild beasts will be sent against you and will take your children from you, Plague and bloodshed will overwhelm you, and I will bring a sword against you. I, THE LORD, have spoken
Get It
1. How do you think Ezekiel might have been viewed in his own time? 
AS a prophet of Doom and death
1. *In what different ways might people have responded to Ezekiel’s dramatized prophecies? 
I think it would range from God won’t do that to, Oh No he can and will do that
1. What are some of the worst aspects of a prolonged siege? 
Food and water dry up, people who die start to smell, plagues begin
1. *What qualities does a person need in order to do unpopular things in the name of God? 
An absolute trust and faith in God
1. Why might people assume that God’s favor toward a person or a nation is irrevocable? 
An oath was taken but was rendered useless due to sin
Apply It
1. *What step of obedience might you ask God to give you the courage to carry through? 
To continue doing what God has tasked me to do, and not give up
1. What spiritual word of warning do you need to take seriously this coming week? 
Sin is bad

