Micah
10 December, 2023

All of Israel is going into captivity to the Assyrians. Israel has been cruel, and they will suffer cruelty. Guilty charges:
1. They oppress a man and his house, a man and his inheritance and plan it all out. Because they are rich, they don’t get in trouble.
2. So, God is doing this:
2:3 Therefore thus says the LORD: “Behold, against this family I am devising disaster, From which you cannot remove your necks; 

Nor shall you walk haughtily, For this is an evil time.
3. The result will be anarchy 
Micah 2:4 In that day one shall take up a proverb against you, And lament with a bitter lamentation, saying: ‘We are utterly destroyed! He has changed the heritage of my people; How He has removed it from me! To a turncoat He has divided our fields.’ ” 5 Therefore you will have no one to determine boundaries by lot In the assembly of the LORD. 

4. They followed the principle, might makes right and now it will be on them.
5. They did not want to listen to truth, so now they will suffer the evil of their choice.
Isa 30:10 Who say to the seers, “Do not see,” And to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 11 Get out of the way, Turn aside from the path, Cause the Holy One of Israel To cease from before us

Amos 7:16 Now therefore, hear the word of the LORD: You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel, And do not spout against the house of Isaac.’ 
17 “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Your wife shall be a harlot in the city; Your sons and daughters shall fall by the sword; Your land shall be divided by survey line; You shall die in a defiled land; And Israel shall surely be led away captive From his own land.’ ” 

Note:
2 Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 
As in the past so it is now. We are NOW in this “time period”. 
If you do this…

2 Tim 4:2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 
…Be ready to face adversity, part of that adversity is fewer people, friends and popularity. 
Just try to rebuke, convince and exhort people! 
Teaching there is a right and a wrong way to live this life is not popular today!

No one is listening to the right prophets in Israel and Judah.
2:7a You who are named the house of Jacob: “Is the Spirit of the LORD restricted? Are these His doings? 
Would God really do this?
Micah says God will punish wickedness!
God reminds them again:
7b Do not My words do good To him who walks uprightly? 

But instead, they…
8 “Lately My people have risen up as an enemy–
You pull off the robe with the garment From those who trust you, as they pass by, Like men returned from war. 
9 The women of My people you cast out From their pleasant houses; From their children You have taken away My glory forever. 
 SO…

10 “Arise and depart, For this is not your rest; Because it is defiled, it shall destroy, Yes, with utter destruction. 
Rest in the land will not happen now but Deportation will happen by Assyria.
This is what should have happened by obedience: 
Deut 12:10 “But when you cross over the Jordan and dwell in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to inherit, and He gives you rest from all your enemies round about, so that you dwell in safety, 

But because of disobedience this will happen instead:
Leviticus 20:22 ‘You shall therefore keep all My statutes and all My judgments, and perform them, that the land where I am bringing you to dwell may not vomit you out. 
23 ‘And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which I am casting out before you; for they commit all these things, and therefore I abhor them. 

The land is going to vomit them out and later it will vomit out Judah too. Amid this judgment, God still prophetically reveals this:
Mic 2:12 “I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together like sheep of the fold, Like a flock in the midst of their pasture; They shall make a loud noise because of so many people. 
13 The one who breaks open will come up before them; They will break out, Pass through the gate, And go out by it; 

Their king will pass before them, With the LORD at their head.” 
This deliverance will be dealt with more later in chapter 4,5,7.
For now, in Chap 3 God is holding the leaders responsible. 
The people are astray and those who are supposed to know right from wrong are corrupt! 
Mic 3:1 And I said: “Hear now, O heads of Jacob, And you rulers of the house of Israel: 

Is it not for you to know justice? 
Yes, they are supposed to know BUT…. 
3:2 You who hate good and love evil; Who strip the skin from My people, And the flesh from their bones; 3 Who also eat the flesh of My people, Flay their skin from them, Break their bones, And chop them in pieces Like meat for the pot, Like flesh in the caldron.” 
Psalm 14:3 They have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not one.

4 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge, Who eat up my people as they eat bread, And do not call on the LORD? 
Mat 23:13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 
14 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you devour widows’ houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive greater condemnation. 

34 “Therefore, indeed, I send you prophets, wise men, and scribes: some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from city to city, 
35 “that on you may come all the righteous blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. 

Micah 3:9 Now hear this, You heads of the house of Jacob And rulers of the house of Israel, Who abhor justice And pervert all equity, 
3:12 Therefore because of you Zion shall be plowed like a field, Jerusalem shall become heaps of ruins, And the mountain of the temple Like the bare hills of the forest. 
Mat 23:37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 

How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 “See! Your house is left to you desolate; 
39 “for I say to you, you shall see Me no more till you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’ ” 
Next week: Micah 4-7
Luke 2:14 “Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 
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