From great heights to awful lows!
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Luke 19:37 …the whole multitude of the disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works they had seen, 38 saying: “ ‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the LORD!’ Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 39 And some of the Pharisees called to Him from the crowd, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 
40 But He answered and said to them, “I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones would immediately cry out.” 

41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 
43 “For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44 “and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

So, Solomon in all his wealth, fame, wisdom and power finishes badly
1 Kings 11:5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David. 
So, the destruction came.
1. Kingdom will be torn away and given to Jeroboam his servant. AFTER Solomon dies.

2. One tribe (Judah) to his son Rehoboam and ten to Jeroboam.
3. God raises up enemies to Solomon
4. Jeroboam rebels Solomon because of a prophetic vision, and Solomon pulls a Saul. 1 Kings 11:40
5. The death of Solomon.
The mistake that sets Israel and Judah on a trajectory of destruction…
1Kgs 12:1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king.

2 So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it (he was still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt), 
3 that they sent and called him. Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 4 “Your father made our yoke heavy; now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you.” 

6 Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon while he still lived, and he said, “How do you advise me to answer these people?” 
7 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be a servant to these people today, and serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be your servants forever.” 
8 But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him. 


(1) At his coronation REHOBOAM had a choice to make. (12:5-20).
He chose to be harsh which sets in motion a division 
(2) JEROBOAM is made king of the Northern Kingdom. (12:20).
(3) Civil war was avoided (12:22-24).
He chooses badly but war was avoided.
This whole division is God simply giving them over to their disobedience and the results.

But God AGAIN is merciful and does not let them fight a bloody civil war.
1 Kings 12:24 ‘Thus says the LORD: “You shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. Let every man return to his house, for this thing is from Me.” ’ ” 
God is in control!
Therefore they (Rehoboam’s forces) obeyed the word of the LORD, and turned back, according to the word of the LORD. 

WHY DID JEROBOAM DO IT???
Jeroboam did not believe that it was possible to have political division (north and south) without there being a religious division as well.
Jeroboam revolutionized Israel’s religion by changing: 
(1) the religious symbols;
(2) the center of worship; 
(3) the priesthood; and 
(4) the religious calendar.

God had offered to make a covenant with him but instead…
About 20x the Scriptures call Jeroboam: 
“the man who made Israel sin”.
All the priests and Levites leave Israel and flee to Judah and now Israel is spiritually ruined!
Israel will not have one Godly king!
Jeroboam sets up a rival EVERYTHING
Because he does not want the authority in Jerusalem

Jeroboam’s great sin: 
1 Kings 12:28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people, “It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you up from the land of Egypt!” 
29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 31 He made shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class of people, who were not of the sons of Levi. 



Exodus 32:2-4
2 And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” …
4 And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made a molded calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!” 

1 Kings 12:30 Now this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 32 Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had made. And at Bethel he installed the priests of the high places which he had made. 
33 So he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, 

in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense. 
But because of this Jeroboam and Israel are doomed. 
1 Kings 14:10 “therefore behold! I will bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam every male in Israel, bond and free; I will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as one takes away refuse until it is all gone. 

1 Kings 14:16 “And He will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who sinned and who made Israel sin.” 






RESULTS OF THE GOLDEN CALF WORSHIP
This act caused thousands to flee to the southern kingdom of Judah. 2 Chronicles 11:13-17
This act set the northern kingdom of Israel on the road to judgment.
This act was the basic reason why there were no godly kings in Israel.
And this act will destroy Israel, the northern kingdom by Assyria in 720BC 




Next week: Is there anyone who does what is right?
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