Book of Samuel
19 February 2023
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1 SAMUEL
SAMUEL key person in the history of Israel. Used by God to turn Israel around during time of transition.    (1-7)
(1) Samuel’s birth and childhood
(2) Samuel recognized as God’s man
(3) The Battle at Aphek 
(4) Was instrumental in Israel regaining lands that had been lost.

Samuel was the LAST judge.
He was also a priest and God’s prophet.
1Sam 3:12 “In that day I will perform against Eli all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 
13 “For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.
 Thus, the Battle at Aphek
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Samuel lasts to see this!
1 Sam 7:13 So the Philistines were subdued, and they did not come anymore into the territory of Israel. And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel. 
14 Then the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel, from Ekron to Gath; and Israel recovered its territory from the hands of the Philistines. Also there was peace between Israel and the Amorites. 

15 And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.
Why all this blessing?
1 Sam 7:3 Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “If you return to the LORD with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths from among you, and prepare your hearts for the LORD, and serve Him only; and He will deliver you from the hand of the Philistines.” 

4 So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only. 
This applies to us too:
Col 3:1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth. 
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 

5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 
7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth. 

9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him, 
The positive side to this is:
Col 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 
13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; 

even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 



17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
1 SAMUEL key person in the history of Israel. Used by God to turn Israel around during time of transition. (1-7)
Israel’s demand for a king. (8)
Saul the first king of Israel. 1043 BC
Anointed privately and then publicly
Began well - ended poorly. (9-31)
The rise of David, who is then anointed as next king (16) 


Next week: Saul, David, Solomon
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