End of the Eastern Roman Empire
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We have been studying Ezekiel 38-39 which describes a battle in the last days. 
Both Ezekiel and Daniel are contemporaries and are during the end of the 70-year exile which Daniel said was unprecedented.
It seems that God has used both Daniel and Ezekiel to show Israel that there is a future and a hope in the last days. Both books are rich with last days prophecies concerning the nation of Israel and the world.

The fourth beast in Daniel is the key as to what must happen in the future.
Daniel 7:23 “Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast shall be A fourth kingdom on earth, Which shall be different from all other kingdoms, And shall devour the whole earth, Trample it and break it in pieces. 
24 The ten horns are ten kings Who shall arise from this kingdom. And another shall rise after them; He shall be different from the first ones, And shall subdue three kings. 

25 He shall speak pompous words against the Most High, Shall persecute the saints of the Most High, And shall intend to change times and law. Then the saints shall be given into his hand For a time and times and half a time. 
This kingdom must devour the whole earth 
Only then will ten kings arise, from which One shall arise who will be the beast which… 
Rev 13:8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, 

whose names have not been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
It is a key, because it devours the whole earth and at the present this is not possible, because of the East-West division of the legs of the statue in Daniel chapter 2. 
Review, We have been studying Ezekiel 38-39 
1. A huge army attacks Israel in the end times


2. The attackers and protesters are identified 
3. The type of Israel during that time is described in detail
4. All these descriptions are true of today’s Israel and those who are against her!
5. Ezekiel makes it clear that it is long in the future from his day.
AS ALL OF ISRAEL’S ENEMIES DO, THEY COME TO A COMPLETE END!

In Ezekiel 38-39 we have found this:
God destroys this massive army with an earthquake, civil war amongst the invaders, disease, flooding rain, hail and fire and brimstone!
There are so many dead that it takes Israel 7 months to bury all the dead
They use all the spoil from this army as fuel and such for 7 years.
7 months and 7 years are key to this battle’s timing.


First, this battle can happen at any time, for all the descriptions are true of this present day.

Some think that this battle happens at the same time as the rapture and when the antichrist makes a peace treaty with Israel.
Ezek 38:8 “…they were brought out of the nations, and now all of them dwell safely. 
14 …“On that day when My people Israel dwell safely, will you not know it? 

The word safely means securely. 
There are several points supporting this view. First, the description of Israel found in this passage fits well with the nation as she is now, established before the Tribulation. Israel is a land brought back from the sword (38: 8). 
After 1900 years, 46 invasions, and the War of Independence, the Land is Jewish again and free from foreign domination. This nation is gathered from many nations and peoples (38: 8, 12). 

The Jews in Israel today come from 80-90 different nations. 
The continual waste places are now inhabited (38: 8, 12). The Israelis today are rebuilding the ancient places and turning them into modern towns and cities. 
They dwell securely (38: 11, 14). This has often been misconstrued as meaning a state of peace, but this is not the meaning of the Hebrew root batach. The nominal form of this root means “security.”

This is not the security due to a state of peace, but a security due to confidence in their own strength.. This, too, is a good description of Israel today. The Israeli army has fought four major wars since its founding and won them swiftly each time. Today Israel is secure, confident that her army can repel any invasion from the Arab states. Hence, Israel is dwelling securely. Israel is dwelling in unwalled villages (38: 11). This is very descriptive of the present-day kibbutzim in Israel.
Ariel Ministries Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum. The Footsteps of the Messiah (Kindle Locations 2469-2478).. 

Israel has one of the strongest militaries in the world.
Though its military is not the biggest, it has the most technologically advanced military hardware across the globe.
Israel spends a lot on its military by allocating a sizeable part of its budget to it. 22 billion in 2020
Though it won’t admit to a nuclear program, Israel is suspected to have high-power nuclear weapons.

The heavy backing of the US is also responsible for Israel’s power.
Israel’s military policies ensure that its populace is ready for war at any given time.
It trains its soldiers to be patriotic and not give an inch of ground to the enemy.
Israel invests a lot in educating its citizens to contribute to the economic and military growth of the country.


Israel’s power is the reason the country has known relative peace, for, without it, the Arabs would overrun them. Israel, with the support of the US, continues to maintain its power.
https://www.timelessmyths.com/culture-people/why-is-israel-so-powerful
Israel dwells confidently now! 
If this battle starts the tribulation, then in 3.5 Israel will be fleeing the land. Remember 7 years of burning!  

Some put it in the middle of the Trib this is the weakest one… 7 years and 7 months? 
Mat 24:15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him understand), 
16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 “Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 “And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 

19 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 “And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 
21 “For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 
No burning or cleansing the land when you’re fleeing.

End of the Kingdom view, Revelation 20?
20:7 Now when the thousand years have expired, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle, whose number is as the sand of the sea. 
9 They went up on the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and the beloved city. 

And fire came down from God out of heaven and devoured them. 
10 The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. 

Many aspects are different: Nations, battle, destruction 7 years… weak view
End of the Tribulation view?
7 months and 7 years into Kingdom???
Armageddon is not a spoils war but one of annihilation of the Jews and the armies are destroyed by: 
Rev 19:21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh. 


Next week: David Martin
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