Lesson 16 Rev 8:1-5
Revelation 8:1-5 (NASB) 
1  When the Lamb broke the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
2  And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. 
3  Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne. 
4  And the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, went up before God out of the angel's hand. 
5  Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 

1. THE OPENING OF THE SEVENTH SEAL (8:1)
8:1. The opening of the seventh seal is a most important event, confirmed by the fact that there was silence in heaven for about half an hour after it was opened. The contents of the seven trumpets indicate that they differ from the seven seals. W. Graham Scroggie states, "The trumpets, therefore, do not double back over all or some of the seals, but lie under the sixth seal, and proceed from it" (The Great Unveiling, p. 111). He also holds that the bowls of the wrath of God (chap. 16) "do not double back over the seal and trumpet judgments" (p. 112).
C.A. Blanchard holds the same position: "The series of three sevens are really included in one series of seven, that is, the seven trumpets are included under the seventh seal and the seven bowls are included under the seventh trumpet, so that we have in fact a single series in three movements" (Light on the Last Days, p. 58). The seventh seal accordingly is important because it actually includes all the events from 8:1 through 19:10.
2. THE SEVEN ANGELS AND THE SEVEN TRUMPETS (8:2)
8:2. As John observed the heavenly scene, he wrote that he saw the seven angels to whom were given seven trumpets. The fact that these are angels' trumpets distinguishes them from the trumpet of God (1 Cor. 15:52; 1 Thes. 4:16) and from other New Testament trumpets (Heb. 12:19; Rev. 1:10; 4:1).
3. THE GOLDEN CENSER (8:3-5)
8:3-5. Before the trumpets sounded, however, a dramatic introduction was given them by another angel, one in addition to the seven, who stood before the golden altar with a golden censer. In the Old Testament tabernacle a censer made of copper, probably heavy to handle, was used to carry coals from the brazen altar outside the tabernacle to the altar of incense inside. Later, in the temple, Solomon used censers made of gold (1 Kings 7:50; 2 Chron. 4:22).
This is the only reference to censers in the Book of Revelation, though golden bowls full of incense, which probably were not censers, are mentioned in Revelation 5:8. Like the golden bowls of 5:8, however, the golden censer offering incense here is symbolic of the prayers of all the saints.
This offering in heaven corresponds to the custom of offering incense on the altar of incense in both the tabernacle and the temple. The censer would hold the coals, and a separate vessel would carry the incense which was to be poured on the coals once the altar was reached. The resulting smoke was typical of prayer ascending before God.
In verse 5 the angel offered the incense on the coals before God, and then, taking the censer with the fire still in it, he threw it on the earth. As a result there were thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. The picture is one of ominous anticipation.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Open it 
1. In what ways can silence be good or helpful? 
 	Rather then angry words back to them just be silent
2. How would you describe heaven to a friend? 
 	Beautiful and worshipful

Explore it
 
3. What happened in heaven upon the opening of the seventh seal? (8:1) 
 	Silence in Heaven for about half an hour
4. What did John see after the opening of the seventh seal? (8:2) 
 	Seven angels with seven trumpets
5. What did John see another angel come and do? (8:3) 
 	 Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer; and much incense was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar which was before the throne.
6. What did John see going up before God? (8:4) 
 	The smoke of the incense from the prayers of the saints
7. With what did the angel fill the censer? (8:5) 
 	He filled it with the fire of the alter
8. What did the angel eventually do with the censer? (8:5) 
 	Threw it to the earth and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake

Get it
 
9. What is dramatic about silence in heaven? 
 	The Worship of God has stopped for a time
10. How is it significant that incense accompanies the prayers of all God’s people? 
 	Our prayers are to be a sweet aroma to the Lord
11. When the seventh seal is opened there is first silence, then prayer; how do you interpret the heavenly response to the saints’ prayers? 
 	As Gods answer to them for judgement
12. What does this passage teach us about prayer? 
 	It is more powerful than we think

Apply it
 
13. When could you make time this week for silent meditation on God’s Word and on what God has done for you? 
 	Any time
14. What God-given responsibility do you need to carry out today? 
 	Praying for this study
1 Corinthians 15:52 (NASB) 
52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 (NASB) 
16  For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Hebrews 12:19 (NASB) 
19  and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them. 
Revelation 1:10 (NASB) 
10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
Revelation 4:1 (NASB) 
1  After these things I looked, and behold, a door standing open in heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, "Come up here, and I will show you what must take place after these things." 
1 Kings 7:50 (NASB) 
50  and the cups and the snuffers and the bowls and the spoons and the firepans, of pure gold; and the hinges both for the doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, that is, of the nave, of gold. 
2 Chronicles 4:22 (NASB) 
22  and the snuffers, the bowls, the spoons and the firepans of pure gold; and the entrance of the house, its inner doors for the holy of holies and the doors of the house, that is, of the nave, of gold. 
Revelation 5:8 (NASB) 
8  When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
Revelation 8:5 (NASB) 
5  Then the angel took the censer and filled it with the fire of the altar, and threw it to the earth; and there followed peals of thunder and sounds and flashes of lightning and an earthquake. 
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