Lesson 14
Revelation 7:1-8 (NASB) 
1  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 
2  And I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 
3  saying, "Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the bond-servants of our God on their foreheads." 
4  And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 
5  from the tribe of Judah, twelve thousand were sealed, from the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand, from the tribe of Gad twelve thousand, 
6  from the tribe of Asher twelve thousand, from the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand, from the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand, 
7  from the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand, from the tribe of Levi twelve thousand, from the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand, 
8  from the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand, from the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand, from the tribe of Benjamin, twelve thousand were sealed. 

1. THE SEALING OF THE 144,000 OF ISRAEL (7:1-8)
7:1-3. The question was raised in 6:17 whether any would be saved in the Tribulation. This is answered in this chapter, and two classes of the saved are mentioned specifically: (1) those who are saved in Israel, (2) those of all nations who, though saved spiritually, are martyred. Four angels were told to withhold judgment on the earth until the servants of... God were sealed (v. 3). The seal on their foreheads symbolizes protection and ownership and God's intention to protect the 12 tribes that are mentioned, much as He protected Noah from the Flood, Israel from the plagues of Egypt, and Rahab and her household in Jericho.
7:4-8. John heard the names of 12 tribes with 12,000 from each tribe... sealed and thus protected. The 12 tribes are not "lost" as some contend.
Attempts have been made to identify the 12 tribes here with the church, mostly to avoid the implication that this is literally Israel. The fact that specific tribes were mentioned and specific numbers from each tribe were indicated would seem to remove this from the symbolic and to justify literal interpretation. If God intended these verses to represent Israel literally, He would have used this means. Nowhere else in the Bible do a dozen references to the 12 tribes mean the church. Obviously Israel will be in the Tribulation, and though men do not know the identification of each tribe today, certainly God knows.
Much speculation has arisen about why the tribe of Dan is omitted. Joseph and one of his two sons, Manasseh, are listed, but Ephraim, Joseph's other son, is omitted. Thus if Dan were included, there would have been 13 tribes. According to J.B. Smith, Scripture contains 29 lists of the tribes of Israel in the Old and New Testaments and in no case are more than 12 tribes mentioned (A Revelation of Jesus Christ, p. 130). The tribe omitted was usually Levi, from which the priesthood came. Inasmuch as it is normal to have only 12 and not 13 tribes, the omission of Dan is not significant. Perhaps Dan was omitted here because it was one of the first tribes to go into idolatry (Jud. 18:30; cf. 1 Kings 12:28-29). However, Dan is mentioned in Ezekiel 48:2 in the millennial land distribution.
The most important fact taught here is that God continues to watch over Israel even in the time of Israel's great distress. There is no justification whatever for spiritualizing either the number or the names of the tribes in this passage, to make them represent the church.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Open it 
  
1. What forms of identification do you typically carry? 
 	Photo ID and Credit cards, insurance cards
2. How might you prove ownership of your valued possessions? 
 	Hard to do without sales slips, titles or deeds

Explore it
  
3. Who did John see after the breaking of the first six seals? (7:1) 
 	four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four winds of the earth, so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. 

4. What did the angel from the east have in his possession? (7:2) 
 	The seal of the living God
5. What did the angel from the east say to the other four angels? (7:3) 
 	Not to harm the earth, seas or trees until we have sealed the bond servants of our God on their foreheads
6. What did the angel from the east say to the other four angels? (7:3) 
 	See above double question 
7. When were the angels given permission to "harm the land and the sea"? (7:3) 
 	Until they had sealed the bond servants of our God
8. What people were marked? How? (7:4) 
 Gods seal, placed by the four angels of the earth
9. How many individuals were sealed from each of the 12 tribes of Israel? (7:4-8) 
 	12,000 for each tribe

Get it
  
10. How has God marked or sealed His people? 
 	The Jews have always been circumcised Gentiles are doing it as well
11. Why is it important for us to know that God’s servants will be sealed before God afflicts the land and the sea with the final judgments? 
 	We have the confidence in know what is happening and no fear of the end
12. What can we do to reflect the fact that we are servants of God who bear His mark (or seal) of ownership? 
 	Do as Christ wants us to do and spread the gospel message

Apply it
 
13. What Bible-study tools could you get in the next couple of weeks that would help you gain a better understanding of Revelation and the rest of Scripture? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
14. How do you need to alter your routine to reflect the fact that God owns every area of your life? 
 	Spend more time on his word
Judges 18:30 (NASB) 
30  The sons of Dan set up for themselves the graven image; and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of the Danites until the day of the captivity of the land. 
1 Kings 12:28 (NASB) 
28  So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, "It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem; behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt." 
1 Kings 12:29 (NASB) 
29  He set one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 
Ezekiel 48:2 (NASB) 
2  "Beside the border of Dan, from the east side to the west side, Asher, one portion. 
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