Lesson 12
Revelation 5:1-14
Revelation 5:1-14 (NASB) 
1  I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals. 
1. THE SEVEN-SEALED SCROLL INTRODUCED (5:1)
5:1. All of chapter 4 is an introduction to the main point of chapters 4-5, that is, to introduce the scroll with its seven seals. The symbolic presentation showed a scroll or a rolled-up parchment with seven seals affixed to the side in such a way that if unrolled the seven seals would need to be broken one by one.

2  And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 
3  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 
4  Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 
5  and one of the elders *said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 
2. THE QUESTION, "WHO IS WORTHY?" (5:2-5)
5:2-5. John saw a mighty angel (cf. 10:1; 18:21) and heard him ask in a loud voice, Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll? This is the first of 20 times "loud voice" occurs in Revelation. The last is in 21:3. The Greek word rendered "scroll" is biblion, from which is derived the word "Bible." When no one was found to be worthy, John wept and wept (lit., "kept on shedding many tears"). One of the 24 elders, however, told him not to weep, and introduced him to the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David (cf. Isa. 11:1; Rev. 22:16). The elder informed John that He had triumphed, that is, had already achieved victory, and that He alone was able to break the seals and open the scroll.
Revelation 22:16 (NASB) 
16  "I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star." 
6  And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth. 
7  And He came and took the book out of the right hand of Him who sat on the throne. 
3. THE LAMB (5:6-7)
5:6-7. Though introduced as a "Lion" (v. 5), what John saw was a Lamb that appeared to have been slain or sacrificed. Yet the Lamb was standing in the center of the throne. About Him were the 24 elders and the four living creatures. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes.
The Lion and the Lamb surely refer to Christ, with the Lamb referring to His first coming and His death and the Lion referring to His second coming and His sovereign judgment of the world. This is the only place in Revelation where Christ is called a Lion, whereas the word "Lamb" (arnion, "a small or young lamb") is found 27 times in Revelation and nowhere else in the New Testament. But two similar words for a sacrificial lamb are used in the New Testament: arēn, found only in Luke 10:3, and amnos, which occurs four times (John 1:29, 36; Acts 8:32; 1 Peter 1:19).
Since horns symbolize strength (1 Kings 22:11), the "seven horns" represent the authority and strength of a ruler (Dan. 7:24; Rev. 13:1). The "seven eyes" defined as the seven spirits of God (cf. Zech. 3:9; 4:10) symbolically represent the Holy Spirit (cf. Rev. 1:4, 4:5). Because He alone is worthy, the Lamb took the scroll from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne (cf. Dan. 7:9, 13-14).

8  When He had taken the book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 
9  And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 
10  "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth." 
11  Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 
12  saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing." 
13  And every created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." 
14  And the four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped. 
4. THE WORSHIP OF THE LAMB (5:8-14)
5:8. When the scroll was taken by the Lamb, the 24 elders fell down before the Lamb in worship. Each elder had a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which was interpreted as the prayers of the saints (cf. Ps. 141:2). While the angels presented the prayers, they were not priests or mediators. Only the harp (lyre) and the trumpet are mentioned as musical instruments in heavenly worship in the Book of Revelation.
5:9-10. In a new song the 4 creatures and 24 elders ascribed worthiness to the Lamb to take the scroll and break the seals, stating that the Lamb had been slain and had purchased men for God from every tribe and language and people and nation. Those He purchased with His blood were made a kingdom and priests to serve our God (cf. 1:6), and to reign on the earth. "Purchased" is from the verb agorazō, "to redeem." (See the chart, "New Testament Words for Redemption," at Mark 10:45.)
A textual problem exists in these verses. The Greek text used by the KJV indicates that the new song is sung by those who themselves have been redeemed: "Thou... has redeemed us to God... and hast made us unto our God kings and priests, and we shall reign on the earth."
The NIV, however, reads, "You purchased men for God.... You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth." If the KJV is correct, the 24 elders must represent the church or saints in general. If their song is impersonal as in the NIV and they simply are singing that Christ is the Redeemer of all men, it opens the possibility that the 24 elders could be angels, though it does not expressly affirm it.
While scholars differ on this point, it would seem that since the elders are on thrones and are crowned as victors, they represent the church rather than angels. Angels have not been judged and rewarded at this point in the program of God. But angels soon join the creatures and the elders in praising the Lamb (5:11-12). The two different interpretations here should not mar the beauty of the picture and the wonder of this song of praise.
5:11-12. The elders were joined by the hosts of angels in heaven who added their words of praise in a loud voice. The words they sang are literally "they said" (legontes). This is in contrast to verse 9 where the 24 elders "sang" (adousin). In the angels' praise they ascribed power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise to God.
5:13-14. Every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea and all that is in them joined the heavenly throng in words of praise to God. In this final act of praise the four... creatures said Amen, and the 24 elders fell prostrate in worship.
With the heavenly vision of chapters 4-5, the stage was set for the dramatic events to follow, the opening of the seven seals. It is clear from this revelation that heaven is real, not imagined. These two chapters reveal the indescribable glory and infinite majesty of the Godhead in heaven. The following chapters reveal this sovereign power of God expressed in judgment on a wicked world sunk in unprecedented depths of sin and blasphemy. Though believers today do not have the privilege of sharing John's vision or a similar one granted to Paul (2 Cor. 12:1-3), every believer can take the word pictures of Scripture here and anticipate the glory and the wonder of the heavenly scene that he will someday see with his own eyes.

Open it 
1. What kind of books do you like to read? Why? 
 	Sci Fi, fantasy, takes my mind to other places 	
2. What foreign language were you first exposed to? When and how? 
 	Spanish, I had a Mexican Aunt and Uncle

Explore it
 
3. What loud proclamation did a mighty angel make? (5:2) 
 	Who is worthy to open the book and t break its seals?
4. What was John’s reaction when the scroll could not be opened? (5:4) 
 	He began to week greatly
5. Who was the only one worthy to open the scroll and its seals? (5:5) 
	 The lamb of God, Jesus
6. What did the Lamb that John saw look like? (5:6) 
 	6  And I saw between the throne (with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God, sent out into all the earth.
7. What did the Lamb do? (5:7) 
 	He came and took the book from the right hand of Him who sat on the throne
8. For what was the Lamb praised and worshipped? (5:9-10) 
 	9  And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 
10  "You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth." 
9. How many angels did John see? (5:11) 
 	and the number of them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 
						10,000 of 10,000, the highest number they used
 	                                        
10. What were all the other living creatures doing and singing? (5:13) 
 	"To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." 


Get it
 
11. Why do you think John was upset when nobody came forward to open the scroll? 
 	He realized how sinful we are
12. What did Christ do for us? 
 	Cleansed us from our sing and our sin nature, made us to be worthy of being with God
13. What evidence do we have from this passage that God makes no distinction between races or ethnic groups? 
 	All are treated as equal
14. What is the benefit of bowing down to worship God? 
 	It is my acknowledgement of his holiness and my being his possession
15. How can we serve God as His priests? 
 	Teach others of God, act as he would have us act in his place

Apply it
 
16. How can you worship God in your private times of prayer this week? 
 	Keep him in your mind
17. How can you develop an attitude of praise and thanksgiving to God as you go throughout your day? 
 	Thank him for everything, even the bad and ugly, he has a purpose for it for us.

Revelation 10:1 (NASB) 
1  I saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 
Revelation 18:21 (NASB) 
21  Then a strong angel took up a stone like a great millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, "So will Babylon, the great city, be thrown down with violence, and will not be found any longer. 
Revelation 21:3 (NASB) 
3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, 
Isaiah 11:1 (NASB) 
1  Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear fruit. 
Revelation 5:5 (NASB) 
5  and one of the elders *said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals." 
Luke 10:3 (NASB) 
3  "Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. 
John 1:29 (NASB) 
29  The next day he *saw Jesus coming to him and *said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
John 1:36 (NASB) 
36  and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and *said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 
Acts 8:32 (NASB) 
32  Now the passage of Scripture which he was reading was this: "HE WAS LED AS A SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; AND AS A LAMB BEFORE ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, SO HE DOES NOT OPEN HIS MOUTH. 
1 Peter 1:19 (NASB) 
19  but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
1 Kings 22:11 (NASB) 
11  Then Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made horns of iron for himself and said, "Thus says the LORD, 'With these you will gore the Arameans until they are consumed.'" 
Daniel 7:24 (NASB) 
24  'As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings. 
Revelation 13:1 (NASB) 
1  And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 
Zechariah 3:9 (NASB) 
9  'For behold, the stone that I have set before Joshua; on one stone are seven eyes. Behold, I will engrave an inscription on it,' declares the LORD of hosts, 'and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day. 
Zechariah 4:10 (NASB) 
10  "For who has despised the day of small things? But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel—these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth." 
Revelation 1:4 (NASB) 
4  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
Revelation 4:5 (NASB) 
5  Out from the throne come flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder. And there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God; 
Daniel 7:9 (NASB) 
9  "I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. 
Daniel 7:13 (NASB) 
13  "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him. 
Daniel 7:14 (NASB) 
14  "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed. 
Revelation 1:6 (NASB) 
6  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
Mark 10:45 (NASB) 
45  "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 
Psalm 141:2 (NASB) 
2  May my prayer be counted as incense before You; The lifting up of my hands as the evening offering. 
2 Corinthians 12:1 (NASB) 
1  Boasting is necessary, though it is not profitable; but I will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 
2  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a man was caught up to the third heaven. 
3  And I know how such a man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows— 
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