Lesson 10
Revelation 3:14-22 (NIV) 
14  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
1. DESTINATION (3:14)
3:14. The wealthy city of Laodicea was located on the road to Colosse about 40 miles southeast of Philadelphia. About 35 years before this letter was written, Laodicea was destroyed by an earthquake, but it had the wealth and ability to rebuild. Its main industry was wool cloth. There is no record that Paul ever visited this city, but he was concerned about it (Col. 2:1-2; 4:16).
Colossians 2:1 (NIV) 
1  I want you to know how much I am struggling for you and for those at Laodicea, and for all who have not met me personally. 
Colossians 2:2 (NIV) 
2  My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ, 
Colossians 4:16 (NIV) 
16  After this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea. 
In addressing the church Christ introduced Himself as the Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Ruler of God's creation. The word "Amen," meaning "so be it," refers to the sovereignty of God which is behind human events (cf. 2 Cor. 1:20; Rev. 1:6). In speaking of Himself as "the faithful and true Witness" Christ was repeating what He had said earlier (1:5; 3:7). As "the Ruler of God's creation" Christ existed before God's Creation and is sovereign over it (cf. Col 1:15, 18; Rev. 21:6). This description was in preparation for the stern word of rebuke which Christ would give the church in Laodicea.
2 Corinthians 1:20 (NIV) 
20  For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God. 
Revelation 1:6 (NIV) 
6  and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
Revelation 1:5 (NIV) 
5  and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 
Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 
7  "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
Colossians 1:15 (NIV) 
15  He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
Colossians 1:18 (NIV) 
18  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
Revelation 21:6 (NIV) 
6  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 

15  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 
16  So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 
17  You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 
2. REBUKE (3:15-17)
3:15-16. No word of commendation was extended to the Laodicean church. They were pictured as utterly abhorrent to Christ because they were lukewarm. This was addressed to the church and also to the messenger or the pastor whom some believe was Archippus (Col. 4:17). It is improbable, however, that Archippus, if he had been the pastor of the church, was still living. In referring to the church as "lukewarm" Christ had in mind that this was its permanent situation. In their feasts as well as in their religious sacrifices people in the ancient world customarily drank what was either hot or cold—never lukewarm. This rebuke would have been especially meaningful to this church, for water was piped to the city from Hierapolis, a few miles north. By the time the water reached Laodicea, it was lukewarm!
Colossians 4:17 (NIV) 
17  Tell Archippus: "See to it that you complete the work you have received in the Lord." 
3:17. Their being lukewarm spiritually was evidenced by their being content with their material wealth and their being unaware of their spiritual poverty. Christ used strong words to describe them: wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.
18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 
19  Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. 

3. EXHORTATION (3:18-19)
3:18-19. They were urged to buy not ordinary gold, but refined gold, referring to that which would glorify God and make them truly rich. Through its banking industry the city had material wealth. But the church lacked spiritual richness. Though they had beautiful clothes, they were urged to wear white clothes (cf. v. 4), symbolic of righteousness which would cover their spiritual nakedness. As wool was a major product of the area, Laodicea was especially famous for a black garment made out of black wool. What they needed instead was pure white clothing.
Then Christ exhorted them to put salve... on their eyes. A medical school was located in Laodicea at the temple of Asclepius, which offered a special salve to heal common eye troubles of the Middle East. What they needed was not this medicine but spiritual sight. The church at Laodicea is typical of a modern church quite unconscious of its spiritual needs and content with beautiful buildings and all the material things money can buy. This is a searching and penetrating message. To all such the exhortation is be earnest, and repent. Christ rebuked them because He loved them, which love would also bring chastisement on this church.
Revelation 3:4 (NIV) 
4  Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they are worthy. 


20  Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. 
21  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 
22  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." 
4. PROMISE (3:20-22)
3:20-21. Dramatically Christ pictured Himself as standing outside and knocking on a door. In a familiar painting the latch is not shown but is assumed to be on the inside. The appeal is for those who hear to open the door. To them Christ promised, I will go in and eat with him, and he with Me. With Christ on the outside, there can be no fellowship or genuine wealth. With Christ on the inside, there is wonderful fellowship and sharing of the marvelous grace of God. This was an appeal to Christians rather than to non-Christians. This raises the important question concerning the extent of one's intimate fellowship with Christ. To those who respond, Christ promises to give the right to sit with Him on His throne and share His victory.
3:22. Once again the invitation to listen and respond is given: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
The letters to the seven churches are a remarkably complete treatment of problems that face the church today. The recurring dangers of losing their first love (2:4), of being afraid of suffering (2:10), doctrinal defection (2:14-15), moral departure (2:20), spiritual deadness (3:1-2), not holding fast (v. 11), and lukewarmness (vv. 15-16) are just as prevalent today as they were in first-century churches. Because these letters come from Christ personally, they take on significance as God's final word of exhortation to the church down through the centuries. The final appeal is to all individuals who will hear. People in churches today would do well to listen.
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Revelation 2:4 (NIV) 
4  Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. 
Revelation 2:10 (NIV) 
10  Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life. 
Revelation 2:14 (NIV) 
14  Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 
Revelation 2:15 (NIV) 
15  Likewise you also have those who hold to the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 
Revelation 2:20 (NIV) 
20  Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 
Revelation 3:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Revelation 3:2 (NIV) 
2  Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God. 
Revelation 3:11 (NIV) 
11  I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 
Revelation 3:15 (NIV) 
15  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 
Revelation 3:16 (NIV) 
16  So, because you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 

	The Letters to the Seven Churches

	
	Christ
	Commendation
	Rebuke
	Exhortation
	Promise

	Ephesus
(2:1-7)
	Holds the seven stars in His right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands.
	Deeds, hard work, perseverance. Does not tolerate wicked men. Endures hardships. Hates the practices of the Nicolaitans.
	Has forsaken her first love.
	Remember; repent; do the things you did at first.
	Will eat from the tree of life.

	Smyrna
(2:8-11)
	The First and the Last, who died and came to life again.
	Suffers persecution and poverty.
	—
	Do not be afraid. Be faithful, even to the point of death.
	Will receive a crown of life; will not be hurt by the second death.

	Pergamum
(2:12-17)
	Has the sharp, double-edged sword.
	Remains true to Christ; does not renounce her faith.
	People there hold the teachings of Balaam and of the Nicolaitans.
	Repent.
	Will receive hidden manna and a white stone with a new name on it.

	Thyatira
(2:18-29)
	The Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished brass.
	Deeds, love, faith, service, perseverance, doing more than at first.
	Tolerates Jezebel with her immorality and idolatry.
	Repent; hold on to what you have.
	Will have authority over the nations; the morning star.

	Sardis
(3:1-6)
	Holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars.
	Deeds; reputation of being alive.
	Dead.
	Wake up! Strengthen what remains. Remember what you received, obey it, repent.
	Will be dressed in white; will be acknowledged before My Father and His angels.

	Philadelphia
(3:7-13)
	Holy and true, holds the key of David.
	Deeds, keeps Christ's word and does not deny His name, endures patiently.
	—
	Hold on to what you have.
	Those who overcome will be pillars in the temple; the name of God, of the New Jerusalem, and of Christ's new name, will be written on them.

	Laodicea
(3:14-22)
	The Amen, the faithful and true Witness, the Ruler of God's creation.
	—
	Lukewarm, neither cold nor hot. Wretched, pitiful, poor, blind, and naked.
	Buy from Christ refined gold, white clothes, and eye salve. Be earnest, and repent.
	Overcomers will eat with Christ; will rule with Christ.
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Open it 
1. What are some foods or drinks that taste better cold or hot than at room temperature?
 	Iced tea, coffee and hot chocolate 
2. What is the nastiest food or drink you ever tasted? 
 	Poorly cooked turtle

Explore it
 
3. What church was the focus of this letter from Jesus? (3:14) 
 	Laodicea
4. By what unusual description did Jesus identify Himself? (3:14) 
 	The AMEN, true and faithful witness
5. How did Jesus describe the church at Laodicea? (3:15) 
 	I know your deeds, you are neither hot nor cold
6. What response did Jesus’ promise to the Laodicean church because of its behavior? (3:16) 
 	I will spit you out
7. In what ways was the Laodicean church deceived? (3:17) 
 	They thought they were rich but instead were poor
8. What reason did Jesus give for His stern warnings? (3:19) 
 	Those whom I love I rebuke
9. What invitation was given to individual Christians in Laodicea? (3:20) 
 	I stand at the door, if anyone lets me in, I will eat with them
10. What promise was made to "him who overcomes" in Laodicea? (3:21) 
 	That they would sit with Jesus on his throne

Get it
 
11. What do we know about the Laodicean Christians from the fact that Jesus described Himself as being outside the door?
 	They had closed their minds
12. What does it mean that Jesus "stands at the door and knocks"? 
 	He is waiting for us to answer
13. How can a person "invite Jesus in" and eat with Him? 
 	Accept him as your savior 
14. What does a lukewarm Christian act like? 
  	Too much like the world
15. In what ways can a person be religious yet indifferent to what God wants? 
 	Go to church and do nothing else

Apply it
 
16. What steps can you take this week to keep from being indifferent to what God wants? 
 	Take time with God.
17. How can you use the Word of God to help clear up your perspective on life? 
 	Study and take it to heart, learn to apply it to our own lives and those around us
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