Lesson 7
Revelation 2:18-29 (NIV) 
18  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
1. DESTINATION (2:18)
2:18. Thyatira, 40 miles southeast of Pergamum, was a much smaller city. Thyatira was situated in an area noted for its abundant crops and the manufacture of purple dye. The church was small, but it was singled out for this penetrating letter of rebuke.
In keeping with what follows, Christ is introduced as the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. This description of Christ is similar to that in 1:13-15, but here He is called the Son of God rather than the Son of Man. The situation required reaffirmation of His deity and His righteous indignation at their sins. The words "burnished bronze," which describe His feet, translate a rare Greek word chalkolibanō, also used in 1:15. It seems to have been an alloy of a number of metals characterized by brilliance when polished. The reference to His eyes being "like blazing fire" and the brilliant reflections of His feet emphasize the indignation and righteous judgment of Christ.
Revelation 1:13 (NIV) 
13  and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 
Revelation 1:14 (NIV) 
14  His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 
Revelation 1:15 (NIV) 
15  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 
Revelation 1:15 (NIV) 
15  His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 

19  I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at first. 
2. COMMENDATION (2:19)
2:19. Though much was wrong in the church at Thyatira, believers there were commended for their love... faith... service, and perseverance (cf. 2:2). And the Thyatira Christians were doing more as time went on (in contrast to the Ephesus church which did less). But despite these evidences of Christian life and testimony, the church at Thyatira had serious problems.
Revelation 2:2 (NIV) 
2  I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked men, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 


20  Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food sacrificed to idols. 
21  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 
22  So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 
23  I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to your deeds. 
3. REBUKE (2:20-23)
2:20-23. Jesus' major condemnation concerned that woman Jezebel, who claimed to be a prophetess and taught believers to take part in the sexual immorality that accompanied pagan religion and to eat food sacrificed to idols. What was acceptable to that local society was abhorred by Christ. Their departure from morality had gone on for some time (v. 21). The church in Thyatira may have first heard the gospel from Lydia, converted through Paul's ministry (Acts 16:14-15). Interestingly now a woman, a self-claimed "prophetess," was influencing the church. Her name "Jezebel" suggests that she was corrupting the Thyatira church much like Ahab's wife Jezebel corrupted Israel (1 Kings 16:31-33). Christ promised sudden and immediate judgment, called her sin adultery and promised that all who followed her would suffer intensely. He also promised, I will strike her children dead, meaning that suffering would extend also to her followers. The judgment would be so dramatic that all the churches would know that Christ is the One who searches hearts and minds.
Revelation 2:21 (NIV) 
21  I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 
Acts 16:14 (NIV) 
14  One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to respond to Paul's message. 
Acts 16:15 (NIV) 
15  When she and the members of her household were baptized, she invited us to her home. "If you consider me a believer in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at my house." And she persuaded us. 
1 Kings 16:31 (NIV) 
31  He not only considered it trivial to commit the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, but he also married Jezebel daughter of Ethbaal king of the Sidonians, and began to serve Baal and worship him. 
1 Kings 16:32 (NIV) 
32  He set up an altar for Baal in the temple of Baal that he built in Samaria. 
1 Kings 16:33 (NIV) 
33  Ahab also made an Asherah pole and did more to provoke the LORD, the God of Israel, to anger than did all the kings of Israel before him. 


24  Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets (I will not impose any other burden on you): 
25  Only hold on to what you have until I come. 
4. EXHORTATION (2:24-25)
2:24-25. After His condemnation, Christ extended a word of exhortation to the godly remnant who existed in the church in Thyatira, implying that the rest of the church was apostate. The remnant He called the rest of you in Thyatira... you who do not hold to her teaching and have not learned Satan's so-called deep secrets. On this godly remnant He imposed one simple instruction: only hold on to what you have until I come. Perhaps because the church was small, Christ did not command them to leave it but to remain as a godly testimony. Judgment on Jezebel and her followers would come soon and would purge the church. In modern times Christians who find themselves in apostate local churches can usually leave and join another fellowship, but this was impractical under the circumstances in Thyatira.
The parallels between Thyatira and other apostate churches throughout church history are clear. Some compare Thyatira to believers in the Middle Ages when Protestantism separated from Roman Catholicism and attempted a return to purity in doctrine and life. The prominence of Jezebel as a woman prophetess is sometimes compared to the unscriptural exaltation of Mary. The participation in idolatrous feasts can illustrate the false teaching that the Lord's Supper is another sacrifice of Christ. In spite of the apostasy of churches in the Middle Ages, there were churches then which, like the church of Thyatira, had some believers who were bright lights of faithfulness in doctrine and life.


26  To him who overcomes and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations-- 
27  'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery'-- just as I have received authority from my Father. 
28  I will also give him the morning star. 
29  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
5. PROMISE (2:26-29)
2:26-27. Christ promises believers who are faithful that they will join Him in His millennial rule (Ps. 2:8-9; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 20:4-6). The word in verse 27 translated "rule" (poimanei) means "to shepherd," indicating that they will not simply be administering justice but will also, like a shepherd using his rod, be dealing with his sheep and protecting them as well. Though Psalm 2:9 refers to Christ's rule, John's quotation of it here relates the ruling (shepherding) to the believer who overcomes. Believers will have authority just as Christ does (1 Cor. 6:2-3; 2 Tim. 2:12; Rev. 3:21; 20:4, 6). Christ received this authority from His Father (cf. John 5:22).
Psalm 2:8 (NIV) 
8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. 
Psalm 2:9 (NIV) 
9  You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." 
2 Timothy 2:12 (NIV) 
12  if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; 
Revelation 20:4 (NIV) 
4  I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
Revelation 20:5 (NIV) 
5  (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
Revelation 20:6 (NIV) 
6  Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 
Revelation 2:27 (NIV) 
27  'He will rule them with an iron scepter; he will dash them to pieces like pottery'-- just as I have received authority from my Father. 
Psalm 2:9 (NIV) 
9  You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery." 
1 Corinthians 6:2 (NIV) 
2  Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you not competent to judge trivial cases? 
1 Corinthians 6:3 (NIV) 
3  Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this life! 
2 Timothy 2:12 (NIV) 
12  if we endure, we will also reign with him. If we disown him, he will also disown us; 
Revelation 3:21 (NIV) 
21  To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. 
Revelation 20:4 (NIV) 
4  I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or his image and had not received his mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 
Revelation 20:6 (NIV) 
6  Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 
John 5:22 (NIV) 
22  Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
Revelation 2:28 (NIV) 
28  I will also give him the morning star. 
Revelation 2:28 (NIV) 
28  I will also give him the morning star. 
Revelation 2:29 (NIV) 
29  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

2:28. In addition, the faithful will receive the morning star, which appears just before the dawn. The Scriptures do not explain this expression, but it may refer to participation in the Rapture of the church before the dark hours preceding the dawn of the millennial kingdom.
2:29. The letter to Thyatira closes with the familiar exhortation to hear what the Spirit says to the churches. Unlike the earlier letters, this exhortation follows rather than precedes the promise to overcomers, and this order is followed in the letters to the last three churches

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Open it 
1. What would be good or bad about having the ability to read others’ minds? Why? 
 	Knowing what the thought of me and it would be scarey
2. What are the three best habits you have? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Explore it
 
3. What church was the subject of this letter from Jesus? (2:18) 
 	The Church of Thyatira 
4. How did the speaker in this passage identify Himself? (2:18) 
 	These are the words of the Son of God
5. What did Christ know about the church at Thyatira? (2:19) 
 	Their deeds, love, faith, service and they are now doing more than at first
6. For what did Christ chastise the church at Thyatira? (2:20) 
 	They were tolerating the woman Jezebel a false prophetess. And She was leading them astray
7. How did Christ show patience? (2:21) 
 	He had given her to repent and she was unwilling
8. What judgments did the Son of God pronounce on the one He called Jezebel? (2:22-23) 
 	She will suffer as those who commit adultery with he suffer, unless they repent of her ways, and He will strike her children dead
9. What challenge did Christ give to those who resisted Jezebel’s teaching and sinful behavior? (2:24-25) 
 	To those who do not hold to her teaching and not learned satan so-called deep secret, hold on to what you have until I come.
10. What two gifts were promised to "him who overcomes"? (2:26-28) 
 	The will have authority of the nations, and rule them with an iron scepter, dash them to pieces like potter, Just as Jesus can, they will also receive the morning star. (Referring to Jesus)?
11. In addition to the church at Thyatira, who else was commanded to pay heed to this message? (2:29) 
 	To him who has an ear, let him hear

Get it
 
12. What are some things people make idols (gods) of today? 
 	Movie stars, sports stars, glamorous people and places, money, homes, cars
13. What dangers do we face when we refuse to respond to God or repent of our sins? 
 	As a believer loss of rewards, as a non-believer eternal hell, separation from God
14. What value is there in choosing to remain ignorant of certain evil ideas and practices? 
 	None
15. When we are misled by others, what can we do to correct our mistakes? How? 
 	Once we know we have been misled, go back to what was right, however it takes

Apply it
 
16. What can you do this week to grow and add to your service for Christ? 
 `Be more attentive to those who are around me
17. What specific steps can you take this week to monitor what you take into your thoughts? 
 	Be more careful with what I read and listen to
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