Lesson 6
Revelation 2:12-17 (NASB77) 
12  "And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: The One who has the sharp two-edged sword says this: (the sword is?)
C. The letter to the church in Pergamum (2:12-17)
1. DESTINATION (2:12)
2:12. The third church was in Pergamum or Pergamos, about 20 miles inland from Smyrna. Like Ephesus and Smyrna it was a wealthy city, but it was wicked. People in its pagan cults worshiped Athena, Asclepius, Dionysus, and Zeus. Pergamum was famous for its university with a library of about 200,000 volumes, and for manufacturing parchment resulting in a paper called pergamena. The atmosphere of this city was adverse to any effective Christian life and testimony.
Anticipating Christ's rebuke for their being tolerant of evil and immorality, John described Him as the One who has the sharp, double-edged sword (also mentioned in 1:16; 2:16; 19:15, 21). The sword is a symbolic representation of the Word of God's twofold ability to separate believers from the world and to condemn the world for its sin. It was the sword of salvation as well as the sword of death.
Revelation 1:16 (NIV) 
16  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
Revelation 2:16 (NIV) 
16  Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 
Revelation 19:15 (NIV) 
15  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
Revelation 19:21 (NIV) 
21  The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 


13  'I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is; and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 
2. COMMENDATION (2:13)
2:13. Following the same order as in the two preceding letters, commendation is given first. Christ recognized the difficulty of their situation. They lived where Satan has his throne. This may refer to the great temple of Asclepius, a pagan god of healing represented in the form of a serpent. Further recognition of Satan is indicated at the close of the verse. Pergamum was where Satan lives. The saints there were commended for being true, even when Antipas (which means "against all") was martyred. Nothing is known of this incident. The Christians at Pergamum had been true to God under severe testing but had compromised their testimony in other ways, as seen in the next two verses.

14  'But I have a few things against you, because you have there some who hold the teaching of Balaam, who kept teaching Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit acts of immorality. 
15  'Thus you also have some who in the same way hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. (The Sect we talked about in lesson 4, group that followed Nicolas)

3. REBUKE (2:14-15)
2:14-15. They had been guilty of severe compromise by holding the teaching of Balaam and the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Balaam had been guilty of counseling King Balak to cause Israel to sin through intermarriage with heathen women and through idol-worship (cf. Num. 22-25; 31:15-16). Intermarriage with heathen women was a problem in Pergamum where any social contact with the world also involved worship of idols. Usually meat in the marketplace had been offered to idols earlier (cf. 1 Cor. 8).
They were also condemned for following the Nicolaitans' teaching. Earlier the Ephesian church had been commended for rejecting what appears to be a moral departure (cf. Rev. 2:6). Some Greek manuscripts add here that God hates the teaching of the Nicolaitans, as also stated in v. 6. Compromise with worldly morality and pagan doctrine was prevalent in the church, especially in the third century when Christianity became popular. So compromise with pagan morality and departure from biblical faith soon corrupted the church.
Numbers 31:15 (NIV) 
15  "Have you allowed all the women to live?" he asked them. 
Numbers 31:16 (NIV) 
16  "They were the ones who followed Balaam's advice and were the means of turning the Israelites away from the LORD in what happened at Peor, so that a plague struck the LORD's people. 
Revelation 2:6 (NIV) 
6  But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
Revelation 2:6 (NIV) 
6  But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 

16  ' Repent therefore; or else I am coming to you quickly, and I will make war against them with the sword of My mouth. 

4. EXHORTATION (2:16)
2:16. Christ sharply rebuked the church with the abrupt command, Repent therefore! They were warned, Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth. He promised that the judgment would come "soon" (tachys) which also means "suddenly" (cf. 1:1; 22:7, 12, 20). Christ would contend with them, using the sword of His mouth (cf. 1:16; 2:12; 19:15, 21). This again is the Word of God sharply judging all compromise and sin.
Revelation 1:1 (NIV) 
1  The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servant John, 
Revelation 22:7 (NIV) 
7  "Behold, I am coming soon! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy in this book." 
Revelation 22:12 (NIV) 
12  "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 
Revelation 22:20 (NIV) 
20  He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
Revelation 1:16 (NIV) 
16  In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
Revelation 2:12 (NIV) 
12  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Revelation 19:15 (NIV) 
15  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
Revelation 19:21 (NIV) 
21  The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 


17  ' He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.' 

5. PROMISE (2:17)
2:17. The final exhortation to individuals, as in the messages to other churches, is again addressed to those who are willing to hear. Overcomers are promised hidden manna and a white stone with a new name written on it. The "hidden manna" may refer to Christ as the Bread from heaven, the unseen source of the believer's nourishment and strength. Whereas Israel received physical food, manna, the church receives spiritual food (John 6:48-51).
Scholars differ as to the meaning of the "white stone." Alford is probably right in saying that the important point is the stone's inscription which gives the believer "a new name," indicating acceptance by God and his title to glory (The Greek Testament, 4:572). This may be an allusion to the Old Testament practice of the high priest wearing 12 stones on his breastplate with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel inscribed on it. Though believers at Pergamum may not have had precious stones or gems of this world, they had what is far more important, acceptance by Christ Himself and assurance of infinite blessings to come. Taken as a whole, the message to the church in Pergamum is a warning against compromise in morals or teaching and against deviating from the purity of doctrine required of Christians.
Revelation 2:17 (NIV) 
17  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give him a white stone with a new name written on it, known only to him who receives it. 
John 6:48 (NIV) 
48  I am the bread of life. 
John 6:49 (NIV) 
49  Your forefathers ate the manna in the desert, yet they died. 
John 6:50 (NIV) 
50  But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. 
John 6:51 (NIV) 
51  I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.

Open it 
1. What do you consider to be the most evil or sinful place on earth? Why? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
2. What strange philosophy or common misconception (urban myth, old wives’ tale, etc.) do you consider most dangerous? Why? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Explore it
 
3. What church was the subject of this letter from Jesus? (2:12) 
 	The Church at Pergamum
4. How did the speaker in this passage identify Himself? (2:12) 
 	By the sharp two-edged sword
5. Where was the church of Pergamum said to be located? (2:13) 
 	20 miles inland from Smyrna
  
6. For what did Jesus praise the people of the church at Pergamum? (2:13) 
 	and you hold fast My name, and did not deny My faith, even in the days of Antipas, My witness, My faithful one, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells. 

7. How did Balaam (of Old Testament times) influence the believers at Pergamum? (2:14) 
 	To eat things sacrificed to idols and commit acts of immorality.
8. What bad influences or teachings had infiltrated the church at Pergamum? (2:14-15) 
 	The teaching of Balaam, and the teaching of the Nicolaitans
9. What were the believers at Pergamum doing wrong? (2:14-15) 
 	Eating things sacrificed to idols and committing acts of immorality
10. What command did Christ give to this church in light of its dangerous direction? (2:16) 
 	Repent: or else I am coming to you quickly and will make war against them with the sword of My mouth
11. What stern warning was issued for those who would not obey Christ? (2:17) 
 	He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches
12. Who else did Jesus say could benefit from the message to the church at Pergamum? (2:17) 
 	To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white stone
13. What would be inscribed on the white stone received by "him who overcomes"? (2:17) 
 	A new name written on the stone which no one knows but he who receives it.

Get it
 
14. What does it mean that Christ has a "sharp, double-edged sword"? 
 	His words will cut just like a sword
15. What should it mean to us that Jesus doesn’t overlook sin, even if we are doing lots of good deeds? 
 	While our sins are forgiven, past, present, future, we still should try to not commit them anymore as we are holy in God’s eyes
16. In what ways could it be said that Satan lives in your city? 
 	Corrupt officials, people not going to church, gambling
17. What "little" sins do we tend to allow into our life-style and habits? 
 	The occasional swear word, being mad at people for little things, not studying the bible enough
18. What does repentance have to do with following Christ? 
 	If we cannot repent from our sings, we are no longer holy and cannot follow correctly, even though the sins are forgiven

Apply it
 
19. What can you do today to show that Jesus is present in your life, in your church, and in your town? 
 	Pray for our church and everyone in it.
20. In what way can you include repentance in your daily devotions this week? 
 	Ask for God’s help to keep you from committing those sins again
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