The good, the bad, and the end!
18 September 2022

Josiah who was the youngest King; listens to God right away!
2 Kings 22:2 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 
During Josiah’s time of fixing up the things of God, Hilkiah the High Priest finds the book of the law/Torah
GOD WILL ALWAYS PRESERVE HIS WORD 
GOD”S WORD IS AN ANVIL     



Once it is found this happens:
2 Chr 34:19 Thus it happened, when the king heard the words of the Law, that he tore his clothes. 
21 “Go, inquire of the LORD for me, and for those who are left in Israel and Judah, concerning the words of the book that is found; for great is the wrath of the LORD that is poured out on us, because our fathers have not kept the word of the LORD, to do according to all that is written in this book.” 

Josiah realizes the problem and sets out to fix it.
He however receives a message from a prophetess: 
2 Chr 34:24 “Thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will bring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants, all the curses that are written in the book which they have read before the king of Judah, 25 ‘because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. 

Therefore My wrath will be poured out on this place, and not be quenched.’ ” ’ 26 “But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, in this manner you shall speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: “Concerning the words which you have heard– 
27 “because your heart was tender, and you humbled yourself before God when you heard His words against this place and against its inhabitants, and you humbled yourself before Me,. 

and you tore your clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you,” says the LORD 28 “Surely I will gather you to your fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the calamity which I will bring on this place and its inhabitants.” ’ ” So they brought back word to the king. 
Because of Manasseh, this is irreversible, like Kadesh Barnea before and this passage for the future: 
Luke 19:41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 

42 saying, “If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. 43 “For days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 
44 “and level you, and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation.” 

And this: 
Romans 11:25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 
Paul writing in the Spirit 56-58 AD about 1,964 years now, 
but some day…
Romans 11:26 And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written:

“The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from Jacob;  27 For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” 
Josiah’s revival eventually ends, and he is killed in what appears to be a senseless  battle.
2 Chr 35:20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by the Euphrates; and Josiah went out against him. 

21 But he sent messengers to him, saying, “What have I to do with you, king of Judah? I have not come against you this day, but against the house with which I have war; for God commanded me to make haste. Refrain from meddling with God, who is with me, lest He destroy you.” 
22 Nevertheless Josiah would not turn his face from him, but disguised himself so that he might fight with him, and did not heed the words of Necho from the mouth of God. So he came to fight in the Valley of Megiddo. 


Josiah dies in the battle and all of Judah and Jerusalem along with Jeremiah mourn, because the righteous know that after Josiah is dead Judah is going into captivity! 
The King of Babylon comes three times with the 4 last bad kings
Jehoahaz
Jehoiakim 
Jehoiachin
Zedekiah



Each time Babylon comes it is worse. Finally with the last King Zedekiah, he does evil but not only that but makes foolish decisions that gets Jerusalem destroyed.
2 Chr 36:12 He did evil in the sight of the LORD his God, and did not humble himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke from the mouth of the LORD. 
13 And he also rebelled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him swear an oath by God; 

but he stiffened his neck and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD God of Israel. 14 Moreover all the leaders of the priests and the people transgressed more and more, according to all the abominations of the nations, and defiled the house of the LORD which He had consecrated in Jerusalem. 
God sends warnings all day long!
16 But they mocked the messengers of God, 

despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy. 
Judgement!
2 Chr 36:17 Therefore He brought against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their young men with the sword in the house of their sanctuary, and had no compassion on young man or virgin, on the aged or the weak; He gave them all into his hand.

18 And all the articles from the house of God, great and small, the treasures of the house of the LORD, and the treasures of the king and of his leaders, all these he took to Babylon. 
19 Then they burned the house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and destroyed all its precious possessions. 20 And those who escaped from the sword he carried away to Babylon, where they became servants to him

and his sons until the rule of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as she lay desolate she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years. 
The end!
You don’t wickedly test the love and compassion of God!
Next week: The return
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