Lesson 3 Revelation
Chap 1
Revelation 1:9-20 (NASB77) 
9   I, John, your brother and fellow partaker in the tribulation and kingdom and perseverance which are in Jesus, was on the island called Patmos, because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
10  I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and I heard behind me a loud voice like the sound of a trumpet, 
11  saying, " Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea." 
12  And I turned to see the voice that was speaking with me. And having turned I saw seven golden lampstands; 
13  and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle. 
14  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; 
15  and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 
16  And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. 
17  And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man. And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, " Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 
18  and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
19  " Write therefore the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which shall take place after these things. 
20  "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (The word translated as angels is also used for messenger. It is suggested these stars could be the messenger/pastors of the church’s, held in his hand. No where in the Bible are angels held, but we are. From Revealing Revelation)

C. The Patmos vision of Christ glorified (1:9-18)
The location of the dramatic revelation of Christ recorded in this book was the island of Patmos, a small island in the Aegean Sea southwest of Ephesus and between Asia Minor and Greece. According to several early church fathers (Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria, and Eusebius), John was sent to this island as a prisoner following his effective pastorate at Ephesus. Victorinus, the first commentator on the Book of Revelation, stated that John worked as a prisoner in the mines on this small island. When the Emperor Domitian died in A.D. 96, his successor Nerva let John return to Ephesus. During John's bleak days on Patmos, God gave him the tremendous revelation embodied in this final book of the Bible.
1:9-11. This section begins with the expression I, John. This is the third reference to John as the human author in this chapter and the first of three times in the book when he referred to himself as I (cf. 21:2; 22:8). This contrasts with his reference to himself in 2 John 1 and 3 John 1 as an elder and his indication in John 21:24 that he was a disciple.
In these opening chapters addressed to the seven churches of Asia, John described himself as a brother who was patient in his endurance of suffering. His suffering had come because of his faithful proclamation of and faith in the Word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Some Gr. texts add "Christ" after Jesus.) "The testimony of Jesus" means John's testimony for and about Jesus, not a testimony given by Jesus. Like many other well-known writers of Scripture (Moses, David, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and Peter), John was writing from a context of suffering because of his commitment to the true God.
John's revelation occurred on the Lord's Day while he was in the Spirit. Some have indicated that "the Lord's Day" refers to the first day of the week. However, the word "Lord's" is an adjective and this expression is never used in the Bible to refer to the first day of the week. Probably John was referring to the day of the Lord, a familiar expression in both Testaments (cf. Isa. 2:12; 13:6, 9; 34:8; Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; 3:14; Amos 5:18, 20; Zeph. 1:7-8, 14, 18; 2:3; Zech. 14:1; Mal. 4:5; 1 Thes. 5:2; 2 Peter 3:10). "In the Spirit" could also be rendered "in [my] spirit" (cf. Rev. 4:2; 17:3; 21:10). That is, he was projected forward in his inner self in a vision, not bodily, to that future day of the Lord when God will pour out His judgments on the earth.
The stirring events beginning in Revelation 4 are the unfolding of the day of the Lord and the divine judgments related to it. The idea that the entire Book of Revelation was given to John in one 24-hour day seems unlikely, especially if he had to write it all down. Being transported prophetically into the future day of the Lord, he then recorded his experience.
Hearing a loud voice like a trumpet, John was instructed to write on a scroll what he saw and heard and send it to seven churches located in Asia Minor. This is the first of 12 commands in this book for John to write what he saw, a command which seems related to each preceding vision (cf. 1:19; 2:1, 8, 12, 18; 3:1, 7, 14; 14:13; 19:9; 21:5). One vision, however, was not to be recorded (10:4). (The seven thunders vision)
Each of these churches was an autonomous local church and the order of mention is geographical in a half-moon circle beginning at Ephesus on the coast, proceeding north to Smyrna and Pergamum, then swinging east and south to Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea. (For more information on these seven churches see comments on chaps. 2-3).
1:12-16. Hearing the voice behind him, John turned... to see its source. What he saw was seven golden lampstands. Apparently these were individual lampstands rather than one lampstand with seven lamps as was true of a similar piece of furniture in the tabernacle and the temple.
Among the lampstands John saw Someone "like a Son of Man," an expression used in Daniel 7:13 to refer to Christ. The description was that of a priest dressed in a long robe... with a golden sash around his chest. The whiteness of His hair corresponded to that of the Ancient of Days (cf. Dan. 7:9), a reference to God the Father. God the Son has the same purity and eternity as God the Father, as signified by the whiteness of His head and hair. The eyes like blazing fire described His piercing judgment of sin (cf. Rev. 2:18).
This concept is further enhanced by His feet which were like bronze glowing in a furnace (cf. 2:18). The bronze altar in the temple was related to sacrifice for sin and divine judgment on it. His voice was compared to the roar of rushing waters. His face glowed with a brilliance like the sun shining. John noticed that in His right hand He held seven stars, described in verse 20 as the angels or messengers of the seven churches. Significantly Christ held them in His right hand, indicating sovereign possession. Speaking of Christ's role as a Judge, John saw a sharp double-edged sword coming out of His mouth. This type of sword (rhomphaia, also referred to in 2:12, 16; 6:8; 19:15, 21) was used by the Romans in a stabbing action designed to kill. Jesus Christ was no longer a Baby in Bethlehem or a Man of sorrows crowned with thorns. He was now the Lord of glory.
1:17-18. John stated, When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though dead. Paul was struck to the ground in a similar way when he saw Christ in His glory (Acts 9:4). Previously John had put his head on Jesus' breast (cf. John 13:25, KJV). But now John could not be this familiar with the Christ of glory.
John received reassurance from Christ in the words, Do not be afraid. Christ stated that He is the eternal One, the First and the Last (cf. Rev. 1:8; 2:8; 21:6; 22:13), and the resurrected One, the Living One, who though once dead is now alive forever and ever! Here Christ affirmed that He alone has the keys of death and hades that is, authority over death and the place of the dead (cf. John 5:21-26; 1 Cor. 15:54-57; Heb. 2:14; Rev. 20:12-14). Though the glorified Christ is to be reverenced, faithful believers like John can be sure they are accepted by the Son of God. The Christian's death and resurrection are both in His hands. This picture of Christ glorified contrasts with the portrayal of Christ as a Man in the four Gospels (cf. Phil. 2:6-8), except for His transfiguration (Matt. 17:2; Mark 9:2).
D. The command to write (1:19-20)
1:19-20. Following the revelation of Christ in glory, John was again commanded to write. The subject of his record has three tenses: (a) what he had already experienced: what you have seen; (b) the present experiences: what is now; and (c) the future: what will take place later. This appears to be the divine outline of Revelation. What John was told to write was first a record of his experience (chap. 1), now history. Then he was to write the present message of Christ to seven churches (chaps. 2-3). Finally, the main purpose of the book being prophetic, he was to introduce the events preceding, culminating in, and following the second coming of Christ (chaps. 4-22).
The chronological division of the Book of Revelation is much superior to many other outlines in which interpreters often seize on incidental phrases or manipulate the book to fit their peculiar schemes of interpretation. This outline harmonizes beautifully with the concept that most of Revelation (beginning in chap. 4) is future, not historic or merely symbolic, or simply statements of principles. It is significant that only a futuristic interpretation of Revelation 4-22 has any consistency. Interpreters following the allegorical approach to the book seldom agree among themselves on their views. This is also true of those holding to the symbolic and historical approaches.
In Revelation a symbol of vision is often presented first, and then its interpretation is given. So here the seven stars were declared to be the angels or messengers of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches themselves. The Book of Revelation, instead of being a hopeless jumble of symbolic vision, is a carefully written record of what John saw and heard, with frequent explanations of its theological and practical meanings.
Revelation, with assistance from such other symbolic books as Daniel and Ezekiel, was intended by God to be understood by careful students of the entire Word of God. Like the Book of Daniel, it will be better understood as history unfolds. Though timeless in its truth and application, it is a special comfort to those who need guidance in the days leading up to Christ's second coming.
Before unfolding the tremendous prophetic scenes of chapters 4-22, Christ first gave a personal message to each of the seven churches with obvious practical applications to His church today.
 

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Rev 1:9-11
Revelation 21:2 (NIV) 
2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
Revelation 1:9 (NIV) 
9  I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. 
Revelation 1:10 (NIV) 
10  On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet, 
Revelation 1:11 (NIV) 
11  which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 
Revelation 21:2 (NIV) 
2  I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 
Revelation 22:8 (NIV) 
8  I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 
2 John 1:1 (NIV) 
1  The elder, To the chosen lady and her children, whom I love in the truth--and not I only, but also all who know the truth-- 
3 John 1:1 (NIV) 
1  The elder, To my dear friend Gaius, whom I love in the truth. 
John 21:24 (NIV) 
24  This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 
Isaiah 2:12 (NIV) 
12  The LORD Almighty has a day in store for all the proud and lofty, for all that is exalted (and they will be humbled), 
Isaiah 13:6 (NIV) 
6  Wail, for the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. 
Isaiah 13:9 (NIV) 
9  See, the day of the LORD is coming --a cruel day, with wrath and fierce anger-- to make the land desolate and destroy the sinners within it. 
Isaiah 34:8 (NIV) 
8  For the LORD has a day of vengeance, a year of retribution, to uphold Zion's cause. 
Joel 1:15 (NIV) 
15  Alas for that day! For the day of the LORD is near; it will come like destruction from the Almighty. 
Joel 2:1 (NIV) 
1  Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming. It is close at hand-- 
Joel 2:11 (NIV) 
11  The LORD thunders at the head of his army; his forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey his command. The day of the LORD is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it? 
Joel 2:31 (NIV) 
31  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. 
Joel 3:14 (NIV) 
14  Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 
Amos 5:18 (NIV) 
18  Woe to you who long for the day of the LORD! Why do you long for the day of the LORD? That day will be darkness, not light. 
Amos 5:20 (NIV) 
20  Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, not light-- pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness? 
Zephaniah 1:7 (NIV) 
7  Be silent before the Sovereign LORD, for the day of the LORD is near. The LORD has prepared a sacrifice; he has consecrated those he has invited. 
Zephaniah 1:8 (NIV) 
8  On the day of the LORD's sacrifice I will punish the princes and the king's sons and all those clad in foreign clothes. 
Zephaniah 1:14 (NIV) 
14  "The great day of the LORD is near-- near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the LORD will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. 
Zephaniah 1:18 (NIV) 
18  Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the LORD's wrath. In the fire of his jealousy the whole world will be consumed, for he will make a sudden end of all who live in the earth." 
Zephaniah 2:3 (NIV) 
3  Seek the LORD, all you humble of the land, you who do what he commands. Seek righteousness, seek humility; perhaps you will be sheltered on the day of the LORD's anger. 
Zechariah 14:1 (NIV) 
1  A day of the LORD is coming when your plunder will be divided among you. 
Malachi 4:5 (NIV) 
5  "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 
1 Thessalonians 5:2 (NIV) 
2  for you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 
2 Peter 3:10 (NIV) 
10  But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 
Revelation 4:2 (NIV) 
2  At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 
Revelation 17:3 (NIV) 
3  Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. 
Revelation 21:10 (NIV) 
10  And he carried me away in the Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God. 
Revelation 1:19 (NIV) 
19  "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 
Revelation 2:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: 
Revelation 2:8 (NIV) 
8  "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
Revelation 2:12 (NIV) 
12  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Revelation 2:18 (NIV) 
18  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
Revelation 3:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 
7  "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
Revelation 3:14 (NIV) 
14  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 
13  Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 
Revelation 19:9 (NIV) 
9  Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 
Revelation 21:5 (NIV) 
5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 
Revelation 10:4 (NIV) 
4  And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down." 

Rev 1:12-16

Revelation 1:19 (NIV) 
19  "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 
Revelation 2:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: 
Revelation 2:8 (NIV) 
8  "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
Revelation 2:12 (NIV) 
12  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Revelation 2:18 (NIV) 
18  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
Revelation 3:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 
7  "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
Revelation 3:14 (NIV) 
14  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 
13  Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 
Revelation 19:9 (NIV) 
9  Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 
Revelation 21:5 (NIV) 
5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 
Revelation 10:4 (NIV) 
4  And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down." 
Revelation 1:19 (NIV) 
19  "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 
Revelation 2:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands: 
Revelation 2:8 (NIV) 
8  "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
Revelation 2:12 (NIV) 
12  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Revelation 2:18 (NIV) 
18  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
Revelation 3:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Revelation 3:7 (NIV) 
7  "To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open. 
Revelation 3:14 (NIV) 
14  "To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God's creation. 
Revelation 14:13 (NIV) 
13  Then I heard a voice from heaven say, "Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on." "Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them." 
Revelation 19:9 (NIV) 
9  Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These are the true words of God." 
Revelation 21:5 (NIV) 
5  He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true." 
Revelation 10:4 (NIV) 
4  And when the seven thunders spoke, I was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, "Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down." 
Daniel 7:13 (NIV) 
13  "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. 
Daniel 7:9 (NIV) 
9  "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze. 
Revelation 2:18 (NIV) 
18  "To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
Revelation 1:20 (NIV) 
20  The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 
Revelation 2:12 (NIV) 
12  "To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of him who has the sharp, double-edged sword. 
Revelation 2:16 (NIV) 
16  Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth. 
Revelation 6:8 (NIV) 
8  I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. 
Revelation 19:15 (NIV) 
15  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 

Rev 1:17-18

Revelation 19:21 (NIV) 
21  The rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. 
Acts 9:4 (NIV) 
4  He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" 
John 13:25 (NIV) 
25  Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, "Lord, who is it?" 
Revelation 1:8 (NIV) 
8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 
Revelation 2:8 (NIV) 
8  "To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of him who is the First and the Last, who died and came to life again. 
Revelation 21:6 (NIV) 
6  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
Revelation 22:13 (NIV) 
13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
John 5:21 (NIV) 
21  For just as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 
John 5:22 (NIV) 
22  Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 
John 5:23 (NIV) 
23  that all may honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 
John 5:24 (NIV) 
24  "I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 
John 5:25 (NIV) 
25  I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 
John 5:26 (NIV) 
26  For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 
1 Corinthians 15:54 (NIV) 
54  When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
1 Corinthians 15:55 (NIV) 
55  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 
1 Corinthians 15:56 (NIV) 
56  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
1 Corinthians 15:57 (NIV) 
57  But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hebrews 2:14 (NIV) 
14  Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death--that is, the devil-- 
Revelation 20:12 (NIV) 
12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
Revelation 20:13 (NIV) 
13  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 
Revelation 20:14 (NIV) 
14  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 
Philippians 2:6 (NIV) 
6  Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
Philippians 2:7 (NIV) 
7  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
Philippians 2:8 (NIV) 
8  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross! 
Matthew 17:2 (NIV) 
2  There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 
Mark 9:2 (NIV) 
2  After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 

Open it 
1. What do you think Jesus might have looked like as a man? Why? 
 	A very ordinary looking man, without any remarkable features, It says so
2. What is the most frightened you have ever been? 
 	The morning of my wife’s bypass surgery, I was afraid my whole world was going to be gone 

Explore it
 
3. Where was John when he received his revelation of Jesus Christ? (1:9) 
 	On the island of Patmos
4. Why was John where he was when he received this revelation? (1:9) 
 	Because of his teaching of God and the testimony of Jesus
5. What kind of voice did John hear in his vision? (1:10) 
 	Like the sound of a trumpet
6. What did God’s voice command John to do? (1:11) 
 	Revelation 1:11 (NASB77) 
11  saying, " Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea."
7. When John turned around, what objects did he see? (1:12) 
 	Seven golden lampstands (representing the seven churches)
8. How was the person "among the lampstands" dressed? (1:13) 
 	Revelation 1:13 (NASB77) 
13  and in the middle of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed in a robe reaching to the feet, and girded across His breast with a golden girdle.
9. What was the appearance of the one "like a son of man"? (1:14-16) 
 	Revelation 1:14-16 (NASB77) 
14  And His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His eyes were like a flame of fire; 
15  and His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been caused to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters. 
16  And in His right hand He held seven stars; and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun shining in its strength. (Angels or pastors)

10. How did John react to seeing Christ in His glory? (1:17) 
 	He fell at His feet as a dead man
11. What did Jesus say about himself as He comforted John? (1:17-18) 
 	
And He laid His right hand upon me, saying, " Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 
18  and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and of Hades.
12. How did Jesus interpret the meaning of the seven stars and golden lampstands? (1:20) 
 	
20  "As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

Get it
 
13. What do you make out of John’s reference to "the suffering . . . that [is] ours in Jesus"? 
 	We will be persecuted in our life, just as Jesus was
14. Of the more than twenty titles for Christ in Revelation 1, which one means the most to you? Why? 
 	Savior, without His love, I am nothing
15. What overall impression does this passage give you about Jesus Christ? 
 	Jesus is the Son of God and loves us
16. What does it mean to you that Christ, in all His splendor and majesty, made the effort to calm John when he was frightened? 
 	Compassion and Shows his love for us
17. How difficult do you think it was for John to describe what he was seeing? 
 	Besides being in awe, he probably had nothing to compare it with

Apply it
 
18. In what ways can you remind yourself today of the awesome nature and power of Christ? 
 	Close my eyes, breath, feel my heartbeat, without him, I stop
19. What are some specific questions you could ask to lead into a discussion about Christ? 
 	Do you believe in Easter and what it really means?
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