The Kings of the South (Judah)
August 21, 2022
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Ended with each man did what was right in his own eyes. Israel refused to be ruled by God
Reign of the kings also failed.
Started with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob who ended up in Egypt with 70 people. Increase to a million or more. Moses gives the Law, Joshua takes the Land!
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This whole divided kingdom issue boils down to one person…
1 Kings 11:9 So the LORD became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the LORD God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice, 
10 and had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep what the LORD had commanded. 11 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, 

“Because you have done this, and have not kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you, I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 12 “Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father David; I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 
13 “However I will not tear away the whole kingdom; I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen.” 

Be careful of the way you influence your family; it could have ramifications for the next 160 years!!!!
1. Solomon’s son, Rehoboam:
a. Makes a ruling which splits the kingdom into north and south; all the other tribes except Judah and Benjamin, follow Jeroboam.

b. Jeroboam follows idolatry which cause all the righteous to leave Israel and go to Judah with Rehoboam. 

c. Makes another crucial mistake 
2 Chr 12:1 Now it came to pass, when Rehoboam had established the kingdom and had strengthened himself, that he forsook the law of the LORD, and all Israel along with him. 

1 Kings 14:22 Now Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD, and they provoked Him to jealousy with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done. 

23 For they also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and wooden images on every high hill and under every green tree. 24 And there were also perverted persons in the land. They did according to all the abominations of the nations which the LORD had cast out before the children of Israel. 

Hebrew for perverted is “qadesh” one who practices sodomy and prostitution in religious rituals

They get plundered by Egypt, but Rehoboam repents, so that it’s not as bad as it could have been.
2. Abijah/Abijam reigns only 3 years and is a wicked king who fights with Jeroboam of the North the whole time. God does give him a huge victory over Jeroboam of which he never recovers from. Still though he is wicked.
3. Asa, a decent King!
2 Chr 14:3 for he removed the altars of the foreign gods and the high places, 


and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the wooden images. 4 He commanded Judah to seek the LORD God of their fathers, and to observe the law and the commandment. 
5 He also removed the high places and the incense altars from all the cities of Judah, and the kingdom was quiet under him. 6 And he built fortified cities in Judah, for the land had rest; he had no war in those years, because the LORD had given him rest. 

But he did trust in the king of Syria at one point instead of God and because of that had continual wars. 
4. Jehoshaphat is really a good king, but he has this problem: 
He values togetherness more than Godliness. Joins in battle with wicked Ahab and his son Ahaziah. Which disobeys these scriptures: 
Deut 7:2 “and when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them and utterly destroy them.

You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. 3 “Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son.
 4 “For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the LORD will be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. 5 “But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their altars, and break down their

sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images with fire. 
Deut 22:10 “You shall not plow with an ox and a donkey together. 
2Cor 6:14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? 

Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 
17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.”  

The balance for us today:
1 Cor 5:9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 
11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extortioner–

not even to eat with such a person.
1 Cor 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 
Jehoshaphat’s character seen in the prayer of 2Chr 20:5-13
Eventually dies after ruling 25 years. He has a son named Jehoram and he is wicked. 
Next week: More kings of Judah
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