Lesson 34
1 Samuel 31:1-13 (NASB) 
1  Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines and fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 
2  The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and Abinadab and Malchi-shua the sons of Saul. 
3  The battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him; and he was badly wounded by the archers. 
4  Then Saul said to his armor bearer, "Draw your sword and pierce me through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and pierce me through and make sport of me." But his armor bearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. 
5  When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. 
6  Thus Saul died with his three sons, his armor bearer, and all his men on that day together. 
31:1-6. Just as Samuel had prophesied (28:19), the Philistines quickly and easily defeated Israel in the broad plains of the Valley of Jezreel where they, with their chariots (2 Sam. 1:6), had an overwhelming tactical advantage (cf. Josh. 17:16; Judges 4:3, 13, for the use of iron chariots by the Canaanites in this same area). Saul, with three of his four sons—all but Ish-Bosheth (see 2 Sam. 2:8)—fled from Mount Gilboa. Saul was overtaken, however, and mortally wounded after his sons had been slain. Fearing that he might be found by the Philistines and tortured to death (1 Sam. 31:4), he asked his armor-bearer to kill him, an order his attendant refused to obey. Saul then, in violation of an Israelite taboo, committed suicide (v. 5), an act rarely known among Israelites in the Old Testament (cf. Abimelech [Judges 9:54], Samson [Judges 16:30], Ahithophel [2 Sam. 17:23], and Zimri [1 Kings 16:18]). His death by his own hand climaxed a life which had been led in independence of God.

7  When the men of Israel who were on the other side of the valley, with those who were beyond the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel had fled and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned the cities and fled; then the Philistines came and lived in them. 
8  It came about on the next day when the Philistines came to strip the slain, that they found Saul and his three sons fallen on Mount Gilboa. 
9  They cut off his head and stripped off his weapons, and sent them throughout the land of the Philistines, to carry the good news to the house of their idols and to the people. 
10  They put his weapons in the temple of Ashtaroth, and they fastened his body to the wall of Beth-shan. (They did just what Saul feared they would)
31:7-10. When the Israelites learned that their king was dead, they abandoned their cities and took to the wilderness. The Philistines eventually came on the bodies of Saul and his three sons, decapitated the king, displayed his armor in the temple of the goddess Ashtoreth (cf. comments on 7:3-4), and impaled his body on the city wall of Beth Shan, a prominent town on the eastern slopes of Mount Gilboa overlooking the Jordan Valley.

11  Now when the inhabitants of Jabesh-gilead heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, 
12  all the valiant men rose and walked all night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan, and they came to Jabesh and burned them there. 
13  They took their bones and buried them under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven days. 

31:11-13. So horrified were the people of Jabesh Gilead when they became aware of this desecration that they removed the bodies of Saul and his sons under cover of night and brought them to their own city, just 10 miles across the Jordan. Probably to hide their mutilation they burned the corpses and buried the bones. This last act of respect was a tribute of a grateful people to the fact that Saul's first public deed was the rescue of this same city from the Ammonites 40 years before (11:1-11). And one cannot forget that Saul's own tribe, Benjamin, found much of its more recent historical origins in Jabesh Gilead (Judges 21:8-12). For whatever reasons, the courageous actions of the people of Jabesh Gilead would not be forgotten by David when he at last came to power (2 Sam. 2:4-7). Later David had Saul's and Jonathan's bones exhumed and reburied in Benjamin (2 Sam. 21:11-14).

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Open it 
1. What’s the most difficult thing about knowing someone who is terminally ill? 
 How to talk about it, are they a Christian or not
2. Why is the capture or killing of a king or general so significant in warfare? 
 Capturing or killing the leader normally ended the war

Explore it
 
3. What happened to Saul and his sons in the fierce battle with the Philistines? (31:2-3) 
 The Philistines killed Saul’s sons and he killed himself to avoid being tortured
4. Why did Saul ask his armor-bearer to finish him off with his sword? (31:4) 
 He did not want to be made sport of, tortured or worse
5. What did Saul do when his armor-bearer refused to kill him? (31:4) 
 Fell on his own sword
6. How did the armor-bearer respond to Saul’s death? (31:5) 
 The Same
7. What toll did this one battle take on Israel’s leadership? (31:5-6) 
 Wiped it out, except for David
8. What became of the Israelites in the towns Saul’s army had been defending? (31:7) 
They fled their cities and the Philistines took them over
9. What did the Philistines do when they discovered the bodies of Saul and his sons? (31:8-10) 
 Cut off Saul’s head and stripped his armor and weapons to use as trophies. Hung his body from the city wall
10. What did the valiant men of Jabesh Gilead do in response to the Philistines’ treatment of their leaders’ bodies? (31:11-13) 
 Took Saul’s body and burned it and then buried the bones
11. What rituals were performed on the bodies of Saul and his sons? (31:13) 
 a seven day fast

Get it
 
12. In your opinion, what circumstances make Saul’s desire to die quickly either understandable or cowardly? 
 Not wanting to endure torture after being wounded and taking to long to die
13. Why do you think Saul’s armor-bearer was unwilling to kill him? 
 He did not want to kill his king
14. Why is it important to honor the dead? 
 It shows God we will remember those we have lost
15. In what ways can having to deal with death or a terminal illness be a blessing in disguise? 
 At least you know what you are going to die of if not when
Apply it
16. What act of remembrance can help you with your grief for someone you have lost recently or someone of whom you’ve been reminded? 
 Talk with his widow
17. What small action on your part could make life more worth living for someone whose prospects are bleak? 
 Support and encourage them, treat them as you always have
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