Lesson 2 Revelation
Chap 1:4-8
Revelation 1:4-8 (NASB) 
4  John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 
5  and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood— 
6  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father—to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
7  BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen. 
8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty." 

B. Salutation (1:4-8)
1:4-6. This salutation—like Paul's salutations in his epistles and the salutation of John himself in 2 John—specifies the book's destination. The recipients of this message were the seven churches in the Roman province of Asia in Asia Minor (Rev. 1:11; chaps. 2 and 3). The words grace and peace concisely summarize both a Christian's standing before God and his experience. "Grace" speaks of God's attitude toward believers; "peace" speaks both of their standing with God and their experience of divine peace.
The salutation is unusual in that it describes God the Father as the One who is, and who was, and who is to come (cf. 1:8). The seven spirits probably refers to the Holy Spirit (cf. Isa. 11:2-3; Rev. 3:1; 4:5; 5:6), though it is an unusual way to refer to the third Person of the Trinity. Of the three Persons in the Trinity, Jesus Christ is here mentioned last, probably because of His prominence in this book. He is described as the faithful Witness, that is, the source of the revelation to be given; the Firstborn from the dead (cf. Col. 1:18), referring to His historic resurrection; and the Ruler of the kings of the earth, indicating His prophetic role after His second coming (chap. 19).
Christ's resurrection was from the dead. As the "Firstborn," He is the first to be resurrected with an everlasting body, which is a token of other selective resurrections including those of saints who die in the Church Age (Phil. 3:11), the Tribulation martyrs (Rev. 20:5-6), and the wicked dead of all ages (20:12-13).
In His dying on the cross Christ who loves us is the One who freed us from our sins by His blood (some Gr. mss. have the word "washed" instead of "freed"). Believers are now a kingdom and priests with the purpose now and forever of serving God. This prompted John to express a benediction of praise and worship culminating with Amen (lit., "so be it").
1:7-8. Readers are exhorted to look for He is coming. This is His second coming which will be with the clouds (cf. Acts 1:9-11). Every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him. Though the literal executioners and rejecters of Christ are now dead and will not be resurrected until after the Millennium, the godly remnant of Israel "will look on [Him], the One they have pierced" (Zech. 12:10). This godly remnant will represent the nation.
Christ's second coming, however, will be visible to the entire world including unbelievers, in contrast with His first coming at His birth in Bethlehem and in contrast with the future Rapture of the church, which probably will not be visible to the earth as a whole. The present tense of the expression "He is coming" (Rev. 1:7) points to the future Rapture of the church (John 14:3). John again appended the word Amen. The salutation closes with a reminder of Christ as the eternal One, the Alpha and the Omega, the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet (also used in Rev. 21:6; 22:13). He is further described as the One who is, and who was, and who is to come (cf. 4:8; 11:17), the Almighty. The Greek word for "Almighty" is pantokratōr, "the all-powerful One." It is used 10 times in the New Testament, 9 of them in Revelation (2 Cor. 6:18; Rev. 1:8; 4:8; 11:17; 15:3; 16:7, 14; 19:6, 15; 21:22). The major revelation of the entire book is referred to in these salutation verses.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Rev 1:4-6

Revelation 1:11 (NIV) 
11  which said: "Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea." 
Revelation 1:8 (NIV) 
8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 
Isaiah 11:2 (NIV) 
2  The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him-- the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD-- 
Isaiah 11:3 (NIV) 
3  and he will delight in the fear of the LORD. He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
Revelation 3:1 (NIV) 
1  "To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 
Revelation 4:5 (NIV) 
5  From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. Before the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 
Revelation 5:6 (NIV) 
6  Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 
Colossians 1:18 (NIV) 
18  And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
Philippians 3:11 (NIV) 
11  and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead. 
Revelation 20:5 (NIV) 
5  (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 
Revelation 20:6 (NIV) 
6  Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. 
Revelation 20:12 (NIV) 
12  And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 
Revelation 20:13 (NIV) 
13  The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 
7  Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 

Rev 1:7-8
Acts 1:9 (NIV) 
9  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 
Acts 1:10 (NIV) 
10  They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 
Acts 1:11 (NIV) 
11  "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 
Zechariah 12:10 (NIV) 
10  "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a firstborn son. 
Revelation 1:7 (NIV) 
7  Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and all the peoples of the earth will mourn because of him. So shall it be! Amen. 
John 14:3 (NIV) 
3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
Revelation 21:6 (NIV) 
6  He said to me: "It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is thirsty I will give to drink without cost from the spring of the water of life. 
Revelation 22:13 (NIV) 
13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
Revelation 4:8 (NIV) 
8  Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 
Revelation 11:17 (NIV) 
17  saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. 
2 Corinthians 6:18 (NIV) 
18  "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty." 
Revelation 1:8 (NIV) 
8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, "who is, and who was, and who is to come, the Almighty." 
Revelation 4:8 (NIV) 
8  Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come." 
Revelation 11:17 (NIV) 
17  saying: "We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was, because you have taken your great power and have begun to reign. 
Revelation 15:3 (NIV) 
3  and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages. 
Revelation 16:7 (NIV) 
7  And I heard the altar respond: "Yes, Lord God Almighty, true and just are your judgments." 
Revelation 16:14 (NIV) 
14  They are spirits of demons performing miraculous signs, and they go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 
Revelation 19:6 (NIV) 
6  Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: "Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 
Revelation 19:15 (NIV) 
15  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 
Revelation 21:22 (NIV) 
22  I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 


Open it
1. What do you remember about church from growing up? 
 	None did not go as a child much.
2. With what typical phrases do you open and close your letters? 
Dear and my . name at end

Explore it
 
3. How did John begin his letter? (1:4) 
 	Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne, 

4. How did John refer to God? (1:4) 
 	from Him who is and who was and who is to come
5. How did John greet his readers in Christ’s name? (1:4) 
 	See #1
6. By what threefold description is Jesus presented? (1:5) 
 	the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
7. What is Jesus’ attitude toward Christians? (1:5) 
 	To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood
8. What does Jesus do on behalf of Christians? (1:5) 
 	Released us from our sins by His Blood
9. In what way does Jesus make all believers new? (1:6) 
 	Revelation 1:6 (NASB77) 
6  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
10. What is Jesus’ purpose for the church? (1:6) 
 	Revelation 1:6 (NASB77) 
6  and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father; to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.
11. How did John react when he recounted all the things that Jesus had done for Christians? (1:6) 
 	Amen, it is done
12. What prophecy opens this book? (1:7) 
 	Revelation 1:7 (NASB77) 
7   BEHOLD, HE IS COMING WITH THE CLOUDS, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth will mourn over Him. Even so. Amen. 
13. By what unique description does God explain Himself in this passage? (1:8) 
 	Revelation 1:8 (NASB77) 
8  "I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, " who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty."



Get it
 
14. What does grace mean to you? 
 	Getting what we don’t deserve, and getting what God want us to have
15. What does the peace of God look like in our lives? 
 	Knowing we have a place in God’s world after our death, we don’t face hell
16. What does it mean that God is the "Alpha and Omega"? 
 	First and last, beginning and end
17. How should we act in light of the fact that we have been freed from our sins? 
 	We should remember that and act with God’s grace and wisdom, thanking him for our greatest gift
18. What changes need to take place in your life to reflect the truth that Jesus may return at any moment? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Apply it
 
19. With what priestly actions can you serve God this week? 
 	Tell someone, show, serve, help someone
20. What is one way you can show your gratitude to Christ today for all that He has done for you? 
 	In prayer and action
21. What can you do now to prepare for Jesus’ return? 
 	Finish this book
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