Lesson 31
1 Samuel 28:1-25 (NASB) 
1  Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for war, to fight against Israel. And Achish said to David, "Know assuredly that you will go out with me in the camp, you and your men." 
2  David said to Achish, "Very well, you shall know what your servant can do." So Achish said to David, "Very well, I will make you my bodyguard for life." 
2. SAUL AT ENDOR (CHAP. 28)
28:1-2. A day came when the Philistines resolved to make another massive assault against Israel. Whether they were encouraged to do so because of the obvious instability of the now-aged king Saul and his nation, or because of David's apparent shift of allegiance, or for some other reason, is not clear. But they felt that the time was then propitious. The result, of course, was that David found himself in a most compromising position, for he would now be called on to demonstrate his loyalty to his new lord by fighting against his own people!

3  Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had lamented him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul had removed from the land those who were mediums and spiritists. 
4  So the Philistines gathered together and came and camped in Shunem; and Saul gathered all Israel together and they camped in Gilboa. 
5  When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was afraid and his heart trembled greatly. 
6  When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets. 
28:3-6. Meanwhile Saul also found himself in a desperate situation. Samuel was dead (cf. 25:1), and the Philistines were camped at Shunem (in the Valley of Jezreel). Saul, who was at Gilboa, five miles northwest of Mount Gilboa, was afraid. He had purged out the mediums (ʾōb̠ôt̠, "necromancers," those who communicate with the dead) and spiritists (yiddeʿōnm, "soothsayers," those who contact the spirits, v. 3). And the LORD refused to answer Saul's inquiry for help.

7  Then Saul said to his servants, "Seek for me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her." And his servants said to him, "Behold, there is a woman who is a medium at En-dor." 
8  Then Saul disguised himself by putting on other clothes, and went, he and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night; and he said, "Conjure up for me, please, and bring up for me whom I shall name to you." 
9  But the woman said to him, "Behold, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off those who are mediums and spiritists from the land. Why are you then laying a snare for my life to bring about my death?" 
10  Saul vowed to her by the LORD, saying, "As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing." 
11  Then the woman said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" And he said, "Bring up Samuel for me." 
12  When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman spoke to Saul, saying, "Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul." 
13  The king said to her, "Do not be afraid; but what do you see?" And the woman said to Saul, "I see a divine being coming up out of the earth." 
14  He said to her, "What is his form?" And she said, "An old man is coming up, and he is wrapped with a robe." And Saul knew that it was Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground and did homage. 
28:7-14. Saul at last resorted to a celebrated medium at nearby Endor who had somehow survived the purge. Disguising himself... Saul made his way at night to Endor, in the Valley of Jezreel just north of Mount Moreh. After putting her at ease, Saul asked the medium to contact Samuel. Drawing on the demonic powers of necromancy (Deut. 18:10-11), she called up the apparition of Samuel. So startled was she by Samuel's appearance that she immediately realized that the work was of God and not herself and that her disguised nocturnal visitor was King Saul. This implies that she did not really expect to raise up Samuel but only a satanic imitation. After she described the vision as a spirit (ʾĕlōhm, "mighty one") and as an old man clad in a robe... Saul knew it was Samuel. That Samuel's appearance, even in visionary form, was not the expected result clearly teaches that necromancers or mediums have no real power over the deceased, especially the righteous, but can only produce counterfeits. Samuel's appearance here is explained by the intervention of the Lord who graciously permitted Saul one last encounter with the prophet whom he had first sought so long ago in pursuit of his father's lost donkeys (1 Sam. 9:6-9).

15  Then Samuel said to Saul, "Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?" And Saul answered, "I am greatly distressed; for the Philistines are waging war against me, and God has departed from me and no longer answers me, either through prophets or by dreams; therefore I have called you, that you may make known to me what I should do." 
16  Samuel said, "Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has departed from you and has become your adversary? 
17  "The LORD has done accordingly as He spoke through me; for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of your hand and given it to your neighbor, to David. 
18  "As you did not obey the LORD and did not execute His fierce wrath on Amalek, so the LORD has done this thing to you this day. 
19  "Moreover the LORD will also give over Israel along with you into the hands of the Philistines, therefore tomorrow you and your sons will be with me. Indeed the LORD will give over the army of Israel into the hands of the Philistines!" 
20  Then Saul immediately fell full length upon the ground and was very afraid because of the words of Samuel; also there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no food all day and all night. 
21  The woman came to Saul and saw that he was terrified, and said to him, "Behold, your maidservant has obeyed you, and I have taken my life in my hand and have listened to your words which you spoke to me. 
22  "So now also, please listen to the voice of your maidservant, and let me set a piece of bread before you that you may eat and have strength when you go on your way." 
23  But he refused and said, "I will not eat." However, his servants together with the woman urged him, and he listened to them. So he arose from the ground and sat on the bed. 
24  The woman had a fattened calf in the house, and she quickly slaughtered it; and she took flour, kneaded it and baked unleavened bread from it. 
25  She brought it before Saul and his servants, and they ate. Then they arose and went away that night. 
28:15-25. But Samuel did not have good news this time. He rebuked Saul for his impiety and informed him that the kingdom was torn... out of his hands and given... to David. Also just as the LORD had rejected him as king because of his sin in the Amalekite affair (15:7-26), so He would deliver him to the Philistines and bring about his death and that of his sons. After reluctantly accepting refreshment (a butchered calf and freshly baked bread without yeast) from the medium, Saul arose and dejectedly walked off into the night.

The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures by Dallas Seminary Faculty.
Open it 
1. Why are human beings often eager to know the future? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
2. What instance do you know of someone who exempts himself or herself from his or her own rules? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Explore it
 
3. What was the status of mediums and spiritists in Israel in the days of Samuel and Saul? (28:3) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
4. What did God have to say to Saul in light of his predicament? (28:6) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
5. Where did Saul turn for guidance when he got no word from God? (28:7-8) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
6. Whose spirit did Saul seek to consult? (28:11) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
7. What did Saul ask of the spirit of Samuel when they faced one another at Endor? (28:15) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
8. What was Samuel’s reply to Saul about his fortunes in the battle to come? (28:16-19) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
9. In what condition was Saul after his encounter with Samuel? (28:20) 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Get it
 
10. Why did Saul try to bend the rules for himself? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
11. How was Samuel’s message to Saul just like those he had given to Saul before? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
12. Why had God become Saul’s "enemy"? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
13. Why isn’t it possible to sidestep God’s laws and God’s judgments? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________

Apply it
 
14. How can you begin to work toward balancing your desire to know the future with your respect for God and His laws? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
15. How can you remind yourself to check your own obedience before you impose a rule on someone else? 
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________


