The age of the Kings
22 May 2022

Introduction: 
Simplifying the Old Testament
What: We are working our way through the 11 foundational books of the OT. 
Genesis to Nehemiah
These books tell the story of the OT  
Get this in your mind
We are now heading into the Monarchy after the failed Theocracy.
But First…

 

We finished last week with:
1Sam 8:21 And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he repeated them in the hearing of the LORD. 22 So the LORD said to Samuel, “Heed their voice, and make them a king.” And Samuel said to the men of Israel, “Every man go to his city.”
The times of the Kings! 
Saul, David, Solomon  

Saul= a man after his own heart
David= a man after God’s own heart
Solomon = a Wise but careless heart
We have studied the formation of Israel 
People
Law
Land
We have studied the Theocracy over Israel
Priests
Judges


The Monarchy
During the Monarchy which is a 457-year period, there will be 3 periods within that.
1. The United stage
2. The Divided stage
3. The Single stage, (all that’s left time period)
United stage: 3 kings
Last stages: 20 kings Israel (north)
	     20 kings Judah (south)


Once the united kingdom split, Israel (Northern Kingdom) NEVER had another Godly king.
Judah (Southern Kingdom) had 8. 
Four were exceptional: Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, and Josiah!
Because of this, Israel the Northern Kingdom went into captivity first 722 BC to the Assyrians the South lasted longer till about 586 BC

 

During Hezekiah's reign two amazing things happened. 
1. Hezekiah was the son of wicked Ahaz and Hezekiah's son Manasseh was the most wicked of all. 
Hezekiah was surrounded by evil 1 and evil 2. Evil 1 will cause the 586 BC destruction from Babylon. Evil 2 causes the invasion of Assyria. Even though Hezekiah is good, Judah is going to be destroyed and the Temple burned to the ground about 200 years later! 

2. How to trust God when faced with overwhelming trouble.
2 Kings 18:13-19:35
2Kgs 19:32 “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king of Assyria: ‘He shall not come into this city, Nor shoot an arrow there, Nor come before it with shield, Nor build a siege mound against it. 
33 By the way that he came, By the same shall he return; And he shall not come into this city,’ Says the LORD. 34 ‘For I will defend this city, to save it For My own sake and for My servant David’s sake.’ ”

35 And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the LORD went out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses–all dead.
Next week: The details and prayer
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Chronology of the Kings
(All dates are approximate)
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