What God can do with the well and willing Saint.
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Today we are going to preview the book of Ruth with two powerful passages.
Then we are going to skip into the book of Ephesians, to see the attitude we need to be fruitful disciples of Christ! 
Naomi has had a disaster, as she lost her husband and 2 sons. She is now alone except for her two Moabite daughter in- laws. 
Orpah returns to Moab, but Ruth has a different heart

Ruth 1:14 Then they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. 15 And she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.” 
16 But Ruth said: “Entreat me not to leave you, Or to turn back from following after you; For wherever you go, I will go; And wherever you lodge, I will lodge; Your people shall be my people, And your God, my God.

Ruth 1:17 Where you die, I will die, And there will I be buried. The LORD do so to me, and more also, If anything but death parts you and me.”
Ruth is a great example of the attitude a disciple must have in order to produce much fruit for God.
1Cor 3:11 For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.12 Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw,

13 each one’s work will become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s work, of what sort it is.14 If anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will receive a reward.
1Cor 3:15 If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.
Disciples are dedicated ___________.
They are also disciplined _________.

Rom 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Disciples are dedicated to walk holy lives
Disciples are disciplined to walk holy lives
Discipleship is not an easy life in this world. 
Gal 5:24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.
Many times, Christians hear these words and agree with these words, but still have no idea where to start, or what it means to them.

How to be the type of Christian who is a great investment for Christ. 
2 Pet 1:8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1. Disciples walk worthy
Eph 4:1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you were called,
The calling that we were called?

Eph 4:2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love,
Lowliness: humiliation of mind, i.e. modesty.
Meekness: gentleness, humility/mild
Longsuffering: being long passionate with others.
Bearing with: Putting up with one another in love. Do it now and continuing to do it.

Eph 4:3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
“To use speed, to make effort, be prompt or earnest to keep unified in heart, mind and spirit. This is our uniting principle that creates peace”.
Remembering that our battle is not with one another but with:
Eph 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, 

against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Also, remember who we are and our unifying common ground:
Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

Some of these, are things to do and others are things to believe. 
But remember, thoughts lead to actions.
2. Knowing your giftedness
Disciples will strive to know how the Lord made them and for what purpose!
Eph 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
This one has always baffled me. The Holy Spirit goes into great detail about this topic in Romans 12:3-8; 1Cor 12:4-31;

1 Cor 14:1-33; Eph 4:7-12 and 1 Peter 4:9-11. 
Yet there is very little solid teaching on this, nor is there any emphasis! 
The truth is, the Christian life is lived in the power of the Holy Spirit. That is,  power in sanctification and power in ministry. 
Is your Christian life dull?
Is your Christian life joyless?
Is your Christian life ho-hum?


When was the last time you asked God “what is my gift?’
Titus 3:5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior,
When was the last time you asked the church to help you discover it?

1Cor 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 28 And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.
Don’t you think that if this was important enough for God to appoint, that it is important enough for you to discover?

What’s your plan?
Next week: Being a disciple involves the one another's  
Acts 2:42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

