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The book of Judges are about the 12 crazy cycles, which demonstrate God’s love, mercy, discipline, and restoration. 
The unknown Judges: 
6th Cycle: Tola 23 years
7th Cycle: Jair 22 years… 30 sons, 30 donkeys, 30 towns
                                                                                      8th Cycle: Jephthah
1. The Sin - 10:6 
2. The Oppression: The Ammonites and Philistines-10:7-9   18 years 

3. The Cry and the Divine Response - 10:10-16 (This divine response is different then the others)
Judg 10:11 So the LORD said to the children of Israel, “Did I not deliver you from the Egyptians and from the Amorites and from the people of Ammon and from the Philistines? 
Judg 10:12 “Also the Sidonians and Amalekites and Maonites ​oppressed you; and you cried out to Me, and I delivered you from their hand. 

Judg 10:13 “Yet you have forsaken Me and served other gods. Therefore I will deliver you no more. Judg 10:14 “Go and cry out to the gods which you have chosen; let them deliver you in your time of distress.”
Their response however touched the heart of God
Judg 10:15 And the children of Israel said to the LORD, “We have sinned! Do to us whatever seems best to You; only deliver us this day, we pray.”

Judg 10:16 So they put away the foreign gods from among them and served the LORD. And His soul could no longer endure the misery of Israel.
Important questions on this verse
Can God grow soft?
Can we soften God by our actions? 
I think sometimes this side of God is not known to us. 
So, let’s look at Jesus

John 14:7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 
14:8 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 
14:9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?


Luke 11:5 And He said to them, “Which of you shall have a friend, and go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves; 11:6 ‘for a friend of mine has come to me on his journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; 
11:7 “and he will answer from within and say, ‘Do not trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed; I cannot rise and give to you’?

Luke 11:8 “I say to you, though he will not rise and give to him because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will rise and give him as many as he needs. 
11:9 “So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 11:10 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened. 

Luke 7:11 Now it happened, the day after, that He went into a city called Nain; and many of His disciples went with Him, and a large crowd. 
7:12 And when He came near the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out, the only son of his mother; and she was a widow. And a large crowd from the city was with her. 7:13 When the Lord saw her, He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.”

7:14 Then He came and touched the open coffin, and those who carried him stood still. And He said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” Luke 7:15 So he who was dead sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his mother.
Luke 22:44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground.

Jesus is the exact image of the Father
Heb 1:3 who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
4. The Deliverance - 10:17-11:33
Jephthah is your, “High Plains Drifter/Josey Wales” character. 
1. Born of a prostitute and rejected by his brothers and nation

2. Rejected, he takes up riding with a band of raiding outlaws.
3. Now when they need help, Israel asks for Jephthah 
Judg 11:6 Then they said to Jephthah, “Come and be our commander, that we may fight against the people of Ammon.”
Judg 11:7 So Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not hate me, and expel me from my father’s house? Why have you come to me now when you are in distress?”

4. They want him to be in charge and make a deal with him
Judg 11:10 And the elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “The LORD will be a witness between us, if we do not do according to your words.”
11:11 Then Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the people made him head and commander over them; and Jephthah spoke all his words before the LORD in Mizpah.


This next exchange is the same news that we are experiencing today
Judg 11:12 Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the people of Ammon, saying, “What do you have against me, that you have come to fight against me in my land?”
11:13 And the king of the people of Ammon answered the messengers of Jephthah, “Because Israel took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from the Arnon as far as the Jabbok, and to the Jordan. 

Now therefore, restore those lands peaceably.”
THERE IS NOTHING NEW UNDER THE SUN!
Arab and Israeli wars 
2 state solution https://www.britannica.com/topic/two-state-solution
Judg 11:27 ‘Therefore I have not sinned against you, but you wronged me by fighting against me. 

May the LORD, the Judge, render judgment this day between the children of Israel and the people of Ammon.’  11:28 However, the king of the people of Ammon did not heed the words which Jephthah sent him.
Judg 11:33 And he defeated them from Aroer as far as Minnith–twenty cities–and to Abel Keramim, with a very great slaughter. Thus the people of Ammon were subdued before the children of Israel.

Ephraim complains again…
Jephthah isn’t Gideon though, and Ephraim pulls the same stuff on him as Gideon.
Gideon used words to make peace, Jephthah uses the sword and a lot of Edomites die.
5. He rules 6 years  
9th cycle: Ibzan 7 years, 30 sons, 30 daughters, 30 daughter-in-laws!
10th cycle: Elon 10 years

11th cycle: Abdon 8 years, 40 sons, 30 grandsons, rode on 70 donkeys
12th cycle: Samson
Next week: Samson 

