Samson. 
A Popular but baffling judge.
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Samson is one of the most conflicting characters in the Old Testament.
More movies and stories have been written about his life than most other figures in the Old Testament. 
Samson and Delilah are portrayed as a tragic love story, but nothing could be further from the truth. 
She is wicked however, and it says he loved her, but nothing is said of her love for him. 
 
This is a story more about God’s judgment of His people’s tormentors then the heroics of Samson.  
The beginning 
1. The sin: Judg 13:1 Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years.
2.   The Philistines are the longest oppressors in Judges.   

Outside of the Egyptians, they are the most troublesome people to the Jews to date.  
They are warlike idolaters and apparently must have had some giant individuals residing in Gath. 
For 40 years they held Israel in an iron grip which was finally broken through Samuel and David.  
3. The deliverance: Birth of Samson

THE ANGEL OF THE LORD
First appears to the Wife
Judg 13:3 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 
13:4 “Now therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. 13:5 “For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. 

And no razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.”
Who is this “Angel”? 
Description:
Judg 13:16 And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Though you detain Me, I will not eat your food. 

But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to the LORD.” (For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the LORD.)
Judg 13:17 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, “What is Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?”
Judg 13:18 And the Angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?”



Judg 13:20 it happened as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar–the Angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground.
Judg 13:22 And Manoah said to his wife, “We shall surely die, because we have seen God!”
Whenever this angel appears people fear they have seen God

Gabriel is named 
Michael is named
But this one never gives his name but says, 
Judg 13:18 And the Angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you ask My name, seeing it is wonderful?” ( פִּלאִיpil'iy (pil-ee')
Isa 9:6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
He forgives sin
Zech 3:4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before Him, saying, “Take away the filthy garments from him.” And to him He said, “See, I have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes.”
He intercedes 

Zech 3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 3:2 And the LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?”
Once Messiah appears He is not seen again. 
John 8:56 “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.” 

57 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?” 58 Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM.”
Back to Samson
Samson is rough, violent and immoral 
Judg 14:1 Now Samson went down to Timnah, and saw a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines. 

2 So he went up and told his father and mother, saying, “I have seen a woman in Timnah of the daughters of the Philistines; now therefore, get her for me as a wife.”
Deut 7:3 “Nor shall you make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your son.
But God uses even this
Judg 14:4 But his father and mother did not know that it was of the LORD–


that He was seeking an occasion to move against the Philistines. For at that time the Philistines had dominion over Israel.
The teaching here is, God uses even wickedness to accomplish his purpose
God does not disobey His word, men do. 
Ps 5:4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil dwell with You.
The fact of the matter is that everything that Samson does comes from fleshly desire BUT God uses even that to punish the Philistines. 

A lion attacks 14:5-6
A riddle is made 14:8-14
The riddle goes bad 14:15-18
Philistines die 14:19
Samson loses his wife and crops burn 14:20-15:5
Philistines die 15:7-8
Israel arrests Samson 15:11-13
Philistines die 15:15-17

Samson has another immoral affair  16:1
Samson meets his match (one girl too many):
 Delilah!
Next week: Samson and Delilah 
                          (a soap opera)  
