The Judges; 
God can use people who have issues!
Jan 30, 2022

The 5th cycle (Gideon)
· The Sin - 6:1 
· The Oppression: The Midianites-6:1-6 
(7 years)  
Israel in the caves… sowing, growing but not reaping.
3. The Cry and the Prophetic Response - 6:7-10 
One of the many unnamed prophets who came to Israel utters this:

Judg 6:8 that the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘I brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of bondage; 
6:9 ‘and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 6:10 ‘Also I said to you, “I am the LORD your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.”

But you have not obeyed My voice.’ ” 
4. The Deliverance - 6:11- 8:21 
	God raises up Gideon - 6:11-24
Gideon should remind us many times of ourselves. He needs a lot of assurance to know he is doing the right thing. His assurance in the power of God rides somewhere between boldness and faintheartedness. 
Nevertheless, God is very patient and kind towards Gideon. 

But that is what God’s character is like! 
1Thess 5:14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.
1Cor 1:26 For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, 

and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 
28 and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.
1. First wavering: 
God’s Word 



Judg 6:12 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, “The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!”
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:13 Gideon said to Him, “O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites.”

2. Second wavering:  
God’s Word
Judg 6:14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?”
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:15 So he said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s house.”

3. Third wavering:
God’s Word
Judg 6:16 And the LORD said to him, “Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man.”
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:17 Then he said to Him, “If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me. 18 “Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering

and set it before You.” And He said, “I will wait until you come back.” 19 So Gideon went in and prepared a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them. 
20 The Angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” And he did so.

Judg 6:21 Then the Angel of the LORD put out the end of the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the Angel of the LORD departed out of his sight.
4. Fourth wavering 
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:22 Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of the LORD. 

So Gideon said, “Alas, O Lord GOD! For I have seen the Angel of the LORD face to face.”
God’s Word
Judg 6:23 Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die.”
5. Fifth wavering 
God’s Word
Judg 6:25 Now it came to pass the same night that the LORD said to him,



“Take your father’s young bull, the second bull of seven years old, and tear down the altar of Baal that your father has, and cut down the wooden image that is beside it; 
26 “and build an altar to the LORD your God on top of this rock in the proper arrangement, and take the second bull and offer a burnt sacrifice with the wood of the image which you shall cut down.”
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:27 So Gideon took ten men from among his servants and did as the LORD had said to him.

But because he feared his father’s household and the men of the city too much to do it by day, he did it by night.
6. Sixth wavering
God’s Word
Judg 6:34 But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; then he blew the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him.
Gideon’s struggle
Judg 6:36 So Gideon said to God, “If You will save Israel by my hand as You have said–

Judg 6:37 “look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You have said.”38 And it was so. When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the fleece together, he wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water. 
39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once more: Let me test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; 

let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the ground let there be dew.”40 And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground.
7. Seventh and final wavering (The 300 men) 
God is teaching Israel something they still have not learned today, even after 4 wars for their survival. 
God’s word
Judg 7:2 And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people who are with you are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory for itself against Me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’

…Judg 7:9 It happened on the same night that the LORD said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have delivered it into your hand.
Judg 7:10 “But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant, 11“and you shall hear what they say; and afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp…” 



Gideon’s struggle
7:11Then he went down with Purah his servant to the outpost of the armed men who were in the camp. Judg 7:13 And when Gideon had come, there was a man telling a dream to his companion. He said, “I have had a dream: 

To my surprise, a loaf of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the tent collapsed.”Judg 
14 Then his companion answered and said, “This is nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has delivered Midian and the whole camp.”
God destroys the enemy through panic and civil war

From this moment forward Gideon no longer needs more assurance.
Perhaps he has matured to this point?
Eph 4:14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,   
Eph 4:15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head–Christ–


Next week: The remaining Judges and Samson
